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A 

.BI0G31APHICAL SKETCH 

■ 

■ ' OF THE 

life am mtitiwssfi 

OF 

PATliICK COLQUHOUN, Esq. LL.D. 



'^HE contemplation of Ihc characters of private individuals, 
"who by ibeir actions, have contributed to benefit their 
feltow creatures, must ever. form a useful lesson to mankind: 
It points the ivay which others should follow, it becomes 
the incentive to virtuous exertion, and tells the rising gene- 
ration the best mode of employing those talents with which 
they, may be fortunately gifted. I have somewhere read, 
that the way most pleasing to God is that which Is useful 
to man ; and if this observation is at all applicable to any 
individual, it is eminently so to the one, a brief sketch of 
whose active and laborious life I now have undertaken 
ito review. If great energy and integrity of character, 
steadiness of purpose, virtnouB perseverance in well-doing^ 
nnappalled by difficulties of no ordinary magnitude, clear- 
ness of intellect, great comprehensiveness of mind, with en- 
larged and benevolent views of ail objects wltliin its grasp, 
have at any time acquired, and fixed the respect and applaoia 
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of mankind ; snc!i respect and applause have been eminently 
acquired by that distingubbed Individual, a recital of the 
principal acCiom of wJioae meritorioiu life, now nearly octo- 
genarian, it is my grateful task, from the possession of some 
authentic documents, to arrange. — The perusal of them will 
form the best eulou^y of his character ; and the rapid succession 
of important events, the ama^ng activity both of body and 
mind almost incessant^ employeil witkont diminution of 
tlieir powerSi connected with the arduous accomplisliment 
of useful designs for the public good, must strike the 
attention of the reader with admiration and surprise. Tiie 
trophied laurels gained in the tented iield by the slaugh- 
terers of mankind, excitpd either by tfie blind poUcy of states 
ox the inordinate ambition of indivMualsi 

from Maccedoii{a> iii«4iinui to fho 8wode«. 

« 

.glaringly attract the attention of the world ; while he, who 
in the peaceful tcnourofliis way contributes to the essential 
comfort arid prosperity of mankind, comparatively passes 
almost silently to the giafv; the thinking part of society, 
however, and the sefiecting philosopher in his retirement, 
fully appreciate the cbamcters: what is more, the lasting 
beneficial elFccts of the well-concerted and wisely executed 
plans of the beneyoloat political ecoiiomist for the happiness 
of his £9llow-cieatuiBS| will be gmtofully hailed by millioBs 
yet unborn, and will give a lasthtg mcsaorlal to his actions;, 
pmd thus he lives beyond the grave, while the name of the 
other will only survive 

To point a moral or adoni a ialfs. 
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But the short compass in which this biographical sketch 
must necenanly be coropriacd, does not admit of that delaiL 

. «f obfermtions wfaioh tke numemis incideats of a long) 
aetive, and mefbl life impcrathwiy require. 

Patrick Colquhoun, Esq. the subject of the following 
memoir, was bom in the royal borough of Dumbarton, 
in NorOi Brilaiii» on the 14tb day of March, in the year - 
1745, old itlie : he has therefore now attaijved the 74th jear 
of his ago. He is descended, both by the iiither and OMilher 
(both bearing the same name), from the antient family of 
Colquhoun, which has intermarried with several of the tirst 
Dobilifty in Scotland, and which, al diiiBient periods, has 
m$d high official sHnationB in the state. His lelatkm Sk 
Robert Colquhoun, Bart, of Nova Scotia, who represents 
the family as heir male, now commands a regiment in the 

. East Indies. The family estate of Luss is in the possession 
of Sir James Golqnhonn, the hefar female, whose uprandfatliet 
assumed the name of Colquhoun. Mr. ColqnhoonViathec 
died at the early age of 44, holding at the time the office 
of local Judge and Register of the Records of the county 
of Dumbarton, he was a class^feUow of the late Dr. Smollet ; 
and his son, Iho subject of the present sketch, lectived th4 
rudiments of his education at (he same seminary. 

Before Mr. Colquhoun had attained his sixteenth year, 
(so early did his ardent mind loo!: 1o independent pursuits) 
he embarked for the colony* of Virginia, for the purpose 
of following commeroial i^iews. His residence there was 
in the Peninsula called the eastern shore, comprising two 
counti^ separated by the Chesapeake Bay, at a distance 
of sercnty miles from the chief territoiy and popnhUioii 

« 
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of tbeptoviDce. Attlieageof 18 ymx§f be cwwed the Bay 
Unoe auuially, to be present at (be feneral eomts at tbe 

ficat of government, at which all tbc principal inhabitants 
were collected, for the purpose of attending law-suits, and of 
transacting commercial affairs. Such at this early period of 
bis Ufe was tbe coafideaoe placed in bis abilities and prndeMe, 
tbaf, doriog these aquatic joandes, be was employed also 
by others to transact business of considerable importance. 

During his residence in America, Mr. Colquhoun asso-. 
dated chiefly with geBllemen of the piofessioo of tbe 
law. Witb tbe advantages of tbis society, and a tolenible ' 
library, be finished his own education, amidst the wRds of 
trans-atlantic woods, a circumstance remarkable and extraor- 
dinary^ considering Jiis great attainments, and whicii mari^S 
at once tbe fertile resoiuees of bis genins* Afler a residenoa 
of nearly €ve years, bis bealtb being greatly impaired, be 
returned to his native country in I7t5C, and in the following 
year took up his abode permanently in the city of Glasgow, 
and soon afiler formed connections of the very iirst respectabif 
lity witb gentlemen of tafents and fortune* 

' In 1775, Mr. Colqiiboun married a lady of bis own name, 
the daughter of James Colquhoun, Esq. Chief Magistrate 
of Dumbarton, by whom he has had seven children, four of 
wJuHn» a son and three daughters, have snrvived. In February 
ISlpf be bad tbe misfortune to lose bb wife, a lady of tbe' 
most amiable domestic virtues. 

' In the year 1776, during the American war, Mr. Colquboun 
,was one of the fourteen principal contributors to a fund for 
4wsiiiga regune^tipr bis Miyeaty'saervioe Iroos.tbe pqinbuiott 
jpf tbaeiilijrof 61a9|[ow, yrbMiftftefWaidagreeUy distiiiguish^vi 
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itself. In 1779, he first tranmcted butiness in London with 

Lord North, <hen Prime Mioister. Being delegated on public 
businessi he again visited London in 1780, when he succeeded, 
iji carrying a Bill throqgh Parliament, of the greatest import- 
ance, at that period, to the trade of the country; and in 
the same year he was choten a Member of the Coancil of 
the city of Glasgow, and also a local Magistrate. lie 
originated a scheme in 1781 for building a Coilee- house, 
^d improving the Ezcban^ of Glasgow, which termU 
nated in that splendid bnilding attached to the Exchange, 
and which has since proved the greatest ornament and 
convenience to the city, being the admiration of all strangers. 
Jn the month of July of the same year, being then a city 
Magistrate, he was cfaoaen a Commissioner to represent . 
the city in' the convention of royal boroughs of Scothind, 
then assembled at Edinburgh. 

Jn January 1782, he was unanimously elected chief Magis-r 
trate for the city of Glasgow, and such was the universal 
esteem in which he was justly held, that, contrary to general 
usage, he w^s continued in office three successive years; and 
has been for many years (he highly respected ami venerable 
father of that (iity. In the same year in which iie was so 
honourably chosen Chief Magistrate of Glasgow, he was 
af^inted Commissioner by tlie conventtt>n of royal boroughs 
of Scotland 'to proceed to London, to obtain an Act of 
Parliament to place (iie [^rili^li linen manufactory upoi^ 
jLhc same footing with that of Ireland. 

Glasgow having greatly extended, and having become* a 
inanufacturing as well as a commercial city, and legislative 
facilities being required in consequence of changes which 
jvcre taking place, and as there existed then po combiaevl 



« 
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body oi men interested in the diversified branches of trade, 
calcalated to collect information, or to give force, energy, 
or system to any public measure necessary for partial or- 
general benefit, Mr. Colquboun turned bis thon^ts to tbe 
means of remedying this ' inconvenience, and devised a 
chamber of commerce and manufactures, for which he 
afterwards obtained a royal charter, erecting tbe same into 
a corporation. This Institution has since proved of essential 
service to tbe trade and manufactuies of the dty. In this 
year, likewise, he was elected president of the Committee 
of Management of the Forth and Ciyde Canal 5 to the affairs 
of which he paid much attention, for nearly ten years, as 
H great national d>ject. In the year 1783, we find this 
Indefatigable Magistrate chosen chairman of tbe Chamber 
of Commerce and Manufactures, now consisting of about 
300 members, 217 of whom attended the election — so tiiat, 
in this year, Mr. Colquhoun hud his comprebensfve mind 
employed in attenduig to the functions of tbe following 
important situations, besides being necessarily occupied by 
lin ardent attention to private concerns: — f 
J. Lord Provost of Glasgow. 

3. Chairman pf the Chamber of Coqimerce and Manu- 
fafctures. * " 

3. Chairman of tbe Tontine Society. 

4. Chairman of the Committee of Management of the 
Great Canal, and of some other public Institutions. 

In the spring of this year, Mr. Colquhoun proceeded to 
Manchester to collect information relative to tbe then extent 
of the rising manufactures, preparatory to a negociation 
with the Minister, and for obtaining the assistance of the 
lUfanu&ctnrers in England, in |procqruig a drawback oa 
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. the bleaching materials. After a most tedious and laborious 
negociatien with Lord Jolm Cavondifih^ Chancellor of the 
Ejccbequer, aod with other members of government, which 
iiltlnuUdy .proved suooessfnl, the Convention of Royal 
Boroughs (nuumltted to him a vote of thanks, acoompaniecl 
hy a handsome piece of plate, as a mark of the high sense 
they entertained of the services rendered to Ihe manufactures 
of the country. This being the year, also, • in wbich Mx- 
Colqahonn, while in London, obtained a loyal charter for 
erecting the Chamber of Commerce into a Corporation, 
that respectable body voted him their thanks, accompanied 
by a valuable piece of plate. Tliis was, likewise, the year 
when Mr.. Colquhonn was, on the SOUx of September, 
onanimonsly chosen, for ihe third time, Lord Provost of 
Glasgow ; he was, at the same time, appointed a Magistrate 
for the County of Lanark, and a delegate from the Council 
of Glasgow, for the election of a member for Parliament. 

In October, 1784, Mr. Colqnbonn ceased to $11 the office 
of Chief Magistrate of Ghitgow, bnt oontinned to execnte^ 
the daties of -a County Justice of the peace, and to attend 
sedulously to his own affairs, and also to all olher objects 
respecting the trade and manufactures of the city, and to other 
public objects connected vrith the proftpeiity of the country. 

In 1785, we find Mr; Colquhoun's pttention almost unceas* 
ingly devoted to the means of relieving the distresses of the 
maniifacturers in different branches, particularly those engaged 
*in fabricating cotton, in printing calicoes, in the tobacco 













31 



les, and in other trades. And in March of this year. 



he was earnestly solioilfld to prooeed to London, delegated by 

all the Manufacturers of Scotland, to meet those of England, to 
concert measures to invert the calamiliffs which were likely to ba 
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liausec! bjtlie adoption of the Irish proposHbns, and (o oivlain 

legislative relief for (be languishing condition of tlie cotton 
mauufucUircs. In March he was sedulously and constant/ 
engaged) in conjnnction with the Del^ates of the roanufac* 
tqrere from diflferent parts of Enghind, in lepreaentations 
and in negociations with the Minister, and in conference 
with Members of Parliament representing the different districts 
from whence the Delegates were sent. After encountering, 
and ttltiroatelj overcoming nndieroiis difficulties, -Mr. Coiqu- 
hoan, afler a residence of three niontlts in London, 'finished 
the object of his mission, the result of which was, that by 
a new modification of the Irish proposition}:, many points were 
conceded to the British manufacturers. The Manufacturers 
of printed goods were also exempted from an additional 
dutj which was contemplated, and an act was obtained, 
which was considered as extremely beneficial; and Anther, 
the cotton and muslin manufacturers obtained a repeal of 
the duties which prcsseil hard upon them. - 

These advantages, obtained after the most' unwearied exer- 
tions, laid the foondation for that burst of prosperity which 
the cotton Manufacturers afterwards experienced, and made 
deep impression on the minds of all the parties concerned, 
who expressed their gratitude by the presentation of four vain- 
ld>le pieces of plate, with appropriate inscriptions and devices, 
from four di€erent public bodies. At the same time, on 
Mr. Colqnhoun's return to Glasgow, the Corporation of 
Weavers unanimously resolved^ 

" To bestow the freedom of their Corporation on Patrick 

Colquhoun, Esq. late Lord Provost of the city, in testimony 
of their approbation of his public condnqt; particularly of 
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. his seasonable and spirited exertions in warding «ff, from iht 
. muslin mftDafiu^tum of this country, an opj^ressive and 
roinain ]lMi| cqvalljr peniicAmt to the landed intereBt«, tho 
Manvfiwloreni and fkegicttt collettmbody of tepeapka 
bambly requesting that Mr. GolqnhoMi ivM hondor OiMi 1^ 
his acceptante of ibis public demonstration of their esteem 
and gratitude, and permit them to add bis name to the roU 
of the corporation. 

fii0Md» t^Glm^f the 16tliof Jd^f, 

lfS5j in the name, and by the appoint* • 

ment of the Corporationi 

« JoBv PaoL) I>eacon." 

Notwithstanding the mnltiplicily of all these important 
and Qi^gpent avocationi, Mr. Colqulionny from 17S3 to 1780^ 
published the following works, in furtheiance of (he Tarioui 
national objects committed to his management 

1. Observations on the present State of the Linen and 
Cotton Manufactures - - • * - Printed 1783 

2. CaieidaliyetathepiopoeedSjratcmiof lateichange 

of British Mannfactorei with Ifdand • • 1786 

5. Case -of the Cotton and Linen Printers of Great 
Britain. r 1785 

4. Case of the British Merclianta who traded to 
AflMffioa pvefioat to the kte War . • - 1787 

5. An Important Qneition rdalive to the preseai 
Competition between tlie Calico and Muslin Manufactn- 
rers of Great Britain, and the same Species of Goods 
imported from India. ..... i7gg 

6^ An inportant Criaia ia the Calico and Moilift 
Mannfattmni of Gifat Britain explained 1781 
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' 7. Observations on the relative Resources of the 
East India Company for Productive Remittances, and 
onithe National Loss o^caskmed by the ImfMHrtaUoa of 
die flame Speeies of CoUoa Goods trliich can be manu- • 
fiidaved in Great Britain. - • - - J788 

8. Observations on the Means of extending the Con- 
sumption of Britifili Calicoes, Muslins, and other Cotton 
Goodfly and of affi>nling Pecuniary Aid to tin Mamifiic- 
tmeny under CHncimiflianees of the highest Advantage td 
the Trade. . . . ... . 1788 

9. Queries on the present Distressed Situation of the 
Cotton Manofactures of Gieat.Britain> and on the Means 

of Relief. - - - - - - - 1788 

10. A Representation of Fads relatire to the Rise and 
Progress of the Cotton Manufactures in Great Britain, 
with Observations on the Means of Extending and' 
Improving this valuable Branch of Trade - - 1789 

11. A Representation of the Fai^s fdative to-the 
Sufferings and Lotees of the Merchants residing in Great 
Britain who carried on Trade to the United States of 

. America^ previous to the Revolution there - 1789 

Daring the initerval from 1785 to 1788, Mr. jUolquhoun 
continued to devote a portion of his time to public business, and 

to the means of extending and improving the trades and 
manufactures of his country, and in devising plans to remove 
the difficulties whicii were opposed to their extension, 
vrhich now became an important desideratum, occasioned 
hy- the rapid' increase of the dbtton mills, not onfy 
in England, but also in Scotland. In consequence of 
this state of things, a general meeting of the Manu&cturers 
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was called, and Mr. Colquhoun was strongly solicited once 
more to advocate their cause in London. He accordingly 
proceeded to Manchester or hb way to the iiietro|iotis, 
for tbef porpoBe of coUectiag aceutvie infoimatum as to ibe 
then siination and actual exttot of the mills, and of -tlie^a1fl^ 
of the cotton manufactures in England. After passing two 
days there, and after liaving obtained the fullest infor- 
mation, he arrived in London, and associated bimsalf 
with the principal Manufactaren ihen on the spot. >Jiia * 
first object was to prepare a digested fiew of the actusi siate 
of the cotton trade in Great Britain in 1788, which he pl«-' 
sented to the Minister Mr. Pitt, who until that period, had had 
no means of procuring a general view of the rise and progress 
of this important manufacture. Mr, Colquhoun was fuHlM 
employed in preparing papers for the press, calculated ii 
elucidate the subject, and for the purpose of distribution 
among the Members of Parliament and of his Majesty's 
Government, with whom, and with the East India Directois^ 
conferences were at different times held. • As the fesuTt, aa 
Act of Parliamcfnt was afterwards obtained exempting l^itiih 
Manufactures from Auction duty, in contemplation of public 
sales, after the manner of the East India Company, as the 
means of extending the demand of British manufactures, and 
of rendering them better known 6n the Contin«it by a cheaper ' 
difTiision. Mr. Colquhotm, relnrning to Scotland by the 
way of Manchester, received on the 12lh of June, the' thanks 
of the manufacturers for his services in London. On the 
20th of the same n&outh, a very numerous meeting of the 
rnanufactuiers of Gla^^oW voted* their thanks fbr^he senices 
Tendered the trade^ whidi iratlbflowed tfp oB'the 'SiHi o€ 
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Oi^ the I9ih of M^rch of tb^ same year, tb^ Qosmm 

mi QomcH of Hm nod C^49 I^^HFigilNiiii wmi- 
fmnAy ntei «m tkauM <o Mr* Oplq^honn, wMi a pieca 
«f plA(e, yaltt« 100/„ in testimony of the benefiu ^emed 

hy the proprieiors from his services in the management and 
sopcumteodfuice of thi^( important establishmenty mid vUcb 
iMBsinoe piovei iiIsqm uirfvltp ifnt ptmlbty. 

hAI tiibcioM of UwpieMNii yf^r, 1798, Mr, Colquhonn^went 
tsCjslmid, beiag then a dep6t for East Jndia goods, to afCer* 
Mn how far similar Britibh manufactures could enter into 
competition ia the sales iji that p9ft AAer making arrange- 
moltfiiran mpovtmntibe emiivig $jfi'mgf bo rotumod to 
I^iadop in January 1789, and finisbod aooavontioa wbicb 
promised to prove highly beneficial to the trade at large ; but 
the jealousies which arose among some of the more, opulent 
manufacturers, ultUaatdiy defeated one of the best measurof 
vhidi oonld baYO hmk adop<ad for tbo b^ofifc of the whplei 
and whidi ailorwasda beooaia a subject of r^ipret with 9Qine 
of the leading opposers, and a great disappointment to a 
numerous class of industrious manufacturers, yiho looked 
forward to the rnmure wilb a «eU4Qttndod confidence that 
ik mold haTo bm tha m$m of jmnovatiiif tba tiade tban 
greatly depmied. 

In the spring of the year 1789, Mr. Colquhoun visited 
Flanders and Brabant, to open a n^$^rt in tbo^ countries fpr 
tJw lelief of thBthaa4ifitie8p^ ipai^afilipilireriii audniiariiing 
Is . IjOBdaii, he ^mHifmd aeaily three moaib* cpqvtantlT' 



angagod in yaiious Qbj^ 9<w«^ec|ed iritb ijafi fenpwtWfftt 
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of the commercial and msMhielMag UkUffmAMj uid htemg 
racoeeded ta Tarievs points of gnat impoflnoe, bj oon^ 
ferenoei with the Mhiister, he letomed to Glieifgow eariy 

In the month of August, having during his absence accom- 
plisbed the following important objects 

ist His eflfofts in Flanden and BmlmBt vendefed the 
then iiifimt mannlactories of muslins known on the Continent, 
and which in some measure laid the foundation for that 
extensive demand whidx afterwards took place. 

Sd. He procnied n renewal of the act obtained by him 
in 1783, allowing a drawback on bleadiing raaterialsy which, 
but for his exertions at a critical moment, would have been 
lost. 

dd. He procured certain amendments to be introduced into 
the. Excise Tobacco Bill, which remoTcd the objectionable 
•parts, so as to meet the wishes of the importeis and the 
manufacturers. 

' 4th. He was instrumental, after great exertions at a very 
critical moment, in procuring tlie insertion of the names of 
varioos merchants in the city qf Glaigow, who had property 
confiscated in America during the war, in a Bill bronght into 
Parliament, which enabled the parties concerned to reoorer 
a very considerable sum of money which would have been 
otherwise lost* 

5th. He procnred the passing of an Act to exempt pieoe 
goods exposed to sale by public auction, so as to plaice the 
goods on the same footbg as the piece goods sold by the 

ISsai India Company. 

6th. He finally arranged with the parties in London the 
' great and- important |ilan of a Cottoq UaU for the sale of 
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British manufactures in London, free of auction duty, on 
the same footing as East India goods in respect to foreign 
puichaiefSi by a general periodical exhibition, supported 
. bf a verjF large capital, for the assistaace of the inaii^- 
ftctnrers, and to be airaOable in anticipation of the sales ; 
and had the manufacturers been universally true lo them- 
selves, and had not the French war soon after taken place, 
ike- benefits which* would have resulted from this great 
national eslaUishment would h^ve been incalculable. * 

In the Inonth of November in the year 1789, Mr. Golqn- . 
boun finally settled in London with his family — still con- 
tinuing his exertions in proijooting every object which 
tended to.giTO yigoar.and prosperity io the trade and manu* 
factares of Great Britain ; and in affording his assi^taoo^ 
in promoting nsefnl kgislatiye regulations whenever they 
were found necessary, during the years 1790 and 1791. 

in 1792, the state of the police of the metropolis being 
long a subject of reproach, from its inefficiency and froi^ 
the want of a proper and more intelligent mugistiacy, an 
act was passed in this year, anthorbing the establishment 
of seven public offices, with three justices to each, under 
a parliamentary establishment, andsMr. Colquhoun having 
beenappohited to one of these offices, he ipimediately tnmed 
liis attention to the subject of police, to the errors and 
imperfections of the then existing system, an4 tp the means 
of improvement. 

In thfkt part of the metropolis which does not include, the 
City of London, all the inferior Magisterinl duties, witfi 
some few exceptions, were, for many years conduoted by 
certain Individuals who were jrcnerally denominated Trading 
JmOces. Noihxag qoald hfi 9& ^ Y0ffi9.£?otiog U^ai^ thp 
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iben state of the Police. The object of Ihe Legislature was 
to obtain a purer and more intelligent Magistracy under a 
stipendiary syslein^ pledged iq attend regularly at the differ- 
ent public offices and to receive no fees or emoluments except 
their Piirliamentary salaries.* The benefits derived from this . 
new establisbinent by the lower classes of the people espe- 
cially, have been almost incalculable, as it sheltered them 
against those expensive litigations arising from petty assaults 
and ^ other trifling disputes, which under the old system 
were sent to the Quarter Sessions merely to increase the 
emoluments of the Trading Justices. ' • • 

Such, however, were the great police objects Mr. Colquhoun 
prospectively embraced in his view, that, in accepting the 
appointment of a Police Magistnte, he did not look forward * 
merely to the vapid official routine of hearing and investigatuig 
cliargeS) and of committing offenders for trial, he contemplated 
a wider range. He kept steadily in view the improvement 
of a system of Police which liad long been a disgrace to the 
metropolis : jfor, whUe he acted as a Magistrate on the bench, 
be eagerly seized every opportunity to uvestlgate the nature 
and extent of the various moral evils which afiiicted society, 
to enable him with greater certainty to suggest practicable 
and efficient remedies. Although, howeyer« we have to 
lament, that many of bb suggestioAs for the prevention of 
offimees have not, from various causes, yet obtained the 
sanction of the Legislature ; yet the public has the satisfac- 
,tion to know, that in all instances where these suggestions 
have been acted upon, the most complete . success has 
followed, as will be fully shown in the sequel : and what 
will convey not a little surprise, but not less surprise than 
truib^ to the reader, whei^ he is informed of the extraordinary 
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.Did) flmt tkfHMstar^g Mr. Colquhourit exertions and 
labtmn in the jmblic iervice, for more than a garter of a 
teuimy^ hehiunemeo9ttkeSiaUmkt fMkkig.^ Mommi 
kt AdoMd tof file t»ttbUe, iib&9t 90 yttM ago^ all fhm 
pmndtient eriUr whfeh the rcfports cyf (be Committear of the 
House of Gommons have recenUjr displayed to the view of ' 
the nation. 

In 179^ Hbe jetat after Ut. ColqriioiiA had been afi^nl^d 
one 4f Hie FttUee Magfatnles imdtfr tho Poliocr Aot, ho 

meired the '^public thanks of the silk Manufacturers of 
Spitalfields, couched in warm and grateful language, and 
signed by Mr. Qeorge Hoberf, theur Chairmani ^< for his . 
graat atftnOtm and attidahy hi jAlth^ hiia dtSeeMosk 1M 
hmn against persoha guilty of embettfenieat; aad oliM 
offences in the silk manufactory, and i^hich have tended 
effectually to check a system of depredation which formerly . 

occanoned a loss to the iiiaitttfiictami^ of very oonsldetablo 



In the yean IfM and 17^5, whieh wmr mMtd hf A 

turbulent spirit in the people, spreading a general alarm 
not only in the metropolis, but throughout the conntfy> 
Mr. Colquhowiy then Kndeiit in the lilaiterft distriot of 
Loddoiiy laborioasly eserted hiaudf iii .ooanleiaetiu|s ^ 
dangerdue effects which Were likely to Midt fnm mdk 
unrestrained turbulence. The mass of information he in* 
dastrioQsly collected with respect to the nature, extent and 
plans of some seditiona assoeialiona' which the» cstisticl^ 
gteatly aasistetf itf enablii^ his Majesty's MlalsUm^ bOm 



• See page 57, for an tztraet from (he %eeefa of tHe BttnOay o# StiM m 
Om lalndiiclloB of Om lliuics.Mce Bttl» smtIqs ^hi* fact from tlie grMt 
uuihU nringtasd increate of reveiliM htfltCMt^jMAMtattk Stafs. 
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vrhotik*ii ira» laid, in devising measoreB for their detint. Not 
saUsfied with cori)oreal laboor in 'the meritorious dtocliarge 

of bis tlul}', (hiring which his life, highly precious to a 
rising family, was somcliiucs endangered in the tumulU 
trbicb occurred, this conscientious Magistrate^ with a spirit 
ivhfch ought to animate the breast of eyhry public ndan, 
wrote, published, and circulated,' at kis 6tm expeme^ several 
thousand copies of a parajihlct, recommending and pointing 
out the means of economizing food, which, especially in the 
article of bread, bad risen tp what was then considered to 
a vary high price.' ■ " 

* In all commnnilies which have existed in the world, tliere 
arc always found some individuals, who, from various causes^ 
are mischievous enoiigh to take advantage of any insulx>r- 
dinate ' spirit that may arise among the peojiley to goad them 
on to acts of violence. At Ihtir time iruch a seditious spirit 
manifested itself. Connected with circumstances arising out 
of that hydra-headed monster, the French Revolution, and 
incrcated by the hi^h price of provisions;- Mr. Colquhonn, 
.with the wisdom and* benevolenoo oF a 'true political-econo- 
mist, clearly saw that the mere action of coercive law, 
without attention to the removal of the causes of discontents^ 
irould be insufficient in restraining those who are uiFifed 
on to viokencie by de]pHvatipn ' of fo6d.' . tf 6 therefore^ did 
incalculable good, by 'a6ttng with a Cdmmiftce' of hcniyfAeBi 
Quakers in drawing the attention of the pr.ljlic to the pre- 
paration of cheap and wholesome soups for the poor ' in 
Spitalfields; and afterwaids'by representations to* the' Loi^ 
Mayor, and personal activity with' some of the moit respedl-' 
able citizens at Lloyd's, he laid the foundation for those 
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CDOno'mizkig cstablishmentij which h^vc be^^ un4ej[ tlie 

Important an^ kbgrion/^ f)s weie tbe occapations, bolli 

pf hodjr and mind, which engaged Mr. Colquhouirs attention, 
from 1793 to 1795, he still found time, I almost said 
fpade iif fox aootli^r objecl of great Dfttianai magnitadp^ 
yjfu derkfipg means fpr .jcoiviterfi^iiig the efih 
ansin^ fnxa coqnterfeit- coin and base money, which, 
were circulated to a very great extent at ibis period. After 
much patient labour and indefatigable invest igalion» be 
^ad apprekended manj of tbe^e nefiunom ooiiim, 
i^nd exliif^ited » \\4 of ISO persons engaged in the 
(reasonable practice of fabricating, not only the current coin 
of the realip, but of different foreign states, to so large an 
extent, as to becoq[|fS| frqm nefarious cupidity, the object of 
oommeioiM fpecidaiipii. As ihf eziatinif laws wero 
poi sufficiently operative, be diiepted bis aitentieii to tboir 
deficiences, and by the sanction of Government, and with 
the able assistance of the present Recorder and the Solicitor 
of. tbe Mint) framed a biU 1796 for obviatuig this offieso^ 
•so inilniioas to the u^^piesl of tb^ public; and althot^h this 
^lutary n^s^re from unforeseen cause was not submitted to 
the Lcgblature, the services rendqr^ to the public b^ tbos^ 
yfko p;:epared this important bill are not tbe less meritqriousi^ 
^it ia hoped its bepefioial ^fecta will b^ catpesieoead wim 
pj^ovisioni may be passed into a law. And In 1798, Mr. 
Co^quhoun received the acknowledgement from the tbea 
Sf^i^elacy of ^t^te, tbat^ owing to his discovery and detecUoaf 

<^>W<»t 4>ljlar8 vcw.CKiifloctedfoE expor- 
tation to North America and tlpo West Indies, and that letters 
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were in consequence written to His Majesty's Govetno^s in 
all the Colonies to prevent the farther circnlation. 

The successful labours of Itfr. Colquboun in 1793, already 
mentioited, forpreventmg an4 detecting thedepiedationscom* 
mitted on the property of the silk weaverSi were more fully 
frlttbis year (1796,) when he again receiyed the unanimous 
thanks of the committee, for his kind and unremitted 
assistance and exertions, whereby tbe perpetrators of the 
fobbery of the silk belonging to Mr. J. I«ewis Desormeiinzi 
one of the members of this society^ were disoorered and 
'brought to trial and conviction, and the slolcu property, of 
large amount and vaiuei restored to the owner/' Signed by 
William Wilson^ and tlie other gentlemen of the coilunittee. 

Alive at all times to the diminution of rices and crimes, 
Mr. Colqohoun did not suffer the condition of the Public 
Honsesy too often the receptacles as well as tin Inxa for idle* 
ness and dissipatioiH to escape his efer vigilant attentiony he- 
accordinglj , as early as 1794, framed and suggested various 
regulations which were adopted by the Licensing Magistrates 
of the Tower Hamlets, and ai the sanie time published his- 
- Observatioas on Public Honsesy" which biouglit under Ibo, 
review of the public, and particnlaily the Brewers and tl]q> 
Magistracy, so many new, important and useful facts as after- 
vards .called forth warm ai^knowledgBmeuts in the foUowk^ 
hjutdsoroc loteof thanfca: 

« 

At a Special Meeting of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace, 
aciiag for tbe Tower Uaniets,-9lh February, 179», 
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ResolTed unuumoutly. 

That the Magtstntes of ibe Toner DiYision, 

fully impressed with the services rendered by Patrick Col- 
quhoun, Esq. to the Hamlets, by his active exertions, return 
bim thanks for these exertions, and lequest that be will favor 
tbibat by ic^ttliderinff binvelf ai| liooonHr. ittw .tbeti: 

^ James Kowswell, . 
By order of the Maffistr|i(es. < Charles Lusu. , . 

. % JoHlf SiMITU. . 



Mr. Colquhoun soon found, after his appointment lo thn 
Magistracy under the Police Act, however useful that act 
msy that rattch still remained to be done in the prevention, 
particularly of those misdemeanonrs arid crimes which 
were committed from the great fltellfties for the sale of 
stolen goods which receiving-shops aflbrdcd. Their sup- 
pression formed an object of his anxious thouglits, as the 
new Act was totally inadequate to Che eflfect. He therefore 
' bad a Bill prepared for the aocompfishment of 4bts groat 
point, which received the approbation of Government, and 
was only not passed into a law in consequence of the pre- 
emlbent employment of Parliament on the weighty concerns 
of the Revolutionary war. * ^ 

The eonsklemtion that the public attention should be fixed 
upon the necessity and importance of a well regulated 
Police, applicable in all its bearings to the prevention of crime 
and the preservation and encouragement of moral quietism 
in the people, induced Mr. ColqiboaR after a patient and 
laborious collection of materials, to publish that important 
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mnd luyhly fiaefid voKk^ ^ TbB SiMttirM tts police of tlie 

Metropolis^ • i 

The many graMiiiousi and beneficial acts Mr. Coiquboun 
M l^y tliii'tifiMptHmi^ 

off the Istatadr-the hi^h repalaftkm Wch hdl 'feUbwvd 1^ 

from Glasgow to London — his active^dostry as a Magistrate 
— his keen penetration {|nd assiduous perseverance in the de- 
tectioipof criine--*hiapiomplblitiiieEeifiil admuiistnilion of tlit 
laws from the bene mloKl iOHjbaof of «hia mM^ mmI ike kk^ 
eompfehensiyeness of his views— poiftted him out at once to • 
the public as the author of this work, originally published 
anonymously. It was, consequently, eagerly sought for, and 
read with avidity; il sook passedttewngb m laige edidbiis ; 
and all the fevievsers^ in Ibt semoal fllBf»of ill pNgnttiM 
edilions, rose nnitedly in encomiitttie strartHr fm -the great 
utility and advantagre which the municipal rognlatidns of 
the metropolis received from the information it conreyei). • * 
Iiq;)eedUy attracted the attention of the legislature: the SStii 
Report of the Select Ceimvitict of FuianconlMMl to Hiin 
terms of high approbation : and tn- their s^tetneiit to '4kt 
House recommended the plan of Police drawn up by P. Col- • 
quhoun and Charles Poole, Esqcs. nient,iofung that Che subjeel 
vras furlh^ elueidated by the esamnntibn o^lfr. iJokpihotin.' 
Mr. Colquhoun had' also, the gratifioafion to leceive the per* 
sonal thanks, on this subject, of his Grace the Duke of 
Portland, then Secretary of State for the Home Department! 
transmiHed to him in tho annexed veiy handsono lettMr. • 

Saturday Nighty 13th Augu^i, 

Sir, , . 

I had the pleasure of receiving on the 2ad inst. 

Cm jnarli^ of your attention mid contfdence, for which 1 



Digitized by Coogle 



( ^ ) 



coDsidei mywdi very much Migcd to you. The first, I 
mean the new edition of your Treatise on the Police of the 
M e top b l ii, debt to nMebthougkmy fmUicelilWii gmi 
a» m right te» dike a priority; M Oe Kiog's mt^v^ M 
the friends of order and good Gkyyemment, in short all the 
ndi-meaning part of the public, into ^hose hands it may 
filBy wiUiCesteiiiijr«iasasii upon bcHriim their share of lheiih» to 

heeid thel wfc toriaad^'hllhoBfciillptotoeiaad gratitiidi^ » 

Sit / ; . 1 am, &c« 

r-if>iui^f| -.j . ; . ' i Signed) Portland* 

And Hii IhtmialtoiiMiiiiiiitmlihi htoi tiei iniiimi neiiub af 
the King, a monarch whe knew weUhow to appreciate mdial 

conduct, and who was always attentive to the moral recti- 
tude, .of.hil. peop^.ia 4he^lia«ii^|f iatteriqg aaujl meriied 

I aB'«fMtowM to express^ to you the high satisfhdSeit 

with which his Majesty observes your unremitting and zealous 
alleation to all the objects which qpme irithin the scope of 

igileiiiiifjimatti^a^ 

"Iam,&c.&c. ' 

(SiglKd) " FoBTLAN^v'* 

Bvi.tiMijiilaat o£ Mi^ Gdqi^^ toipW if te^ 

Ihcrpolide^ did not end with suggesting and publishing the 
means — be felt for the wretched condition of the criminals, 
pailpilarly for tjboie who, with jbaif of fharacter, wove 
iMilf^^ fi^ aiii^J^^ aod^^vefla'tnnied o«l 
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agiin upon society without the means of gMog employment, 
he, Uierefore, with the patriotic feelings of biuiuim^|4i«QC" 
lid 4hc lOtoiiUoa <if th» pw^iD t<t th e w l q e ot 

T:bir npnMHmi whiok ^ mik an a» poHos aaqainrii, 
•ad ike beneficial effects rtisultuig from its practical suggestions 
on police regulations, were not confined to thb island, for 
a WlMl translaM* ialo the laogpngies of the Continent, aad- 
Mtiictadi 4te ttttalimi ^ tW jpgwa—iil of 4lie VMbd Smkm 

upon, and where it is mentioned in transatlantic publications, 
as iOQO of the most valuftble books to tbe i^gulatiire tbal 
em WW pnbliahed.''-- li soon made ito wi^i teo^' ialotottr 
JBwl Imjin ppiwjiiBM^ — d t» th» Weet India Cokden and 
such was the impression made vpon the legiilatiTe body of 
the Virgin Islands, that in appointing Mr. Colqohoun to the 
fOttfidtntjal flittuilion of Agent to that colony in Great Britain, 
tNys*«% MMHf «lhei% teMlowiatf hoooMbfe MsdlugMy 
gmilifyingreMatt^. 

As the choice which has &Ueo upon yon is totally un* 
iniawrnrf Iqp aay pmidQ eaeiliofls lii your belial^ mkI ig 
QtAf mrimg In ycmt e bwd e d chmcte m • magitole^ aad 

the eminent services which you hare rendered to society in 
general, and to the West India Colonies ixi particular, by your 
WHiiabloTnMiys»<»(l» Police fif Ihe Metropolis; welnfO 
wmAf Mri w^^eol tvtijr tiuof ihat cneisyaiid MMitf. 

As part of a great commercial nation, die trade of the Port 
of London, the emporium and mart of ships from all quarters 
of the globe, bad now increased to « gigMitic aH|iut«dc« 
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With tbis increase of widely extended commercial iiiiercoiirse 
tSaMogf #rom the imfiiieml^ quantify df property oonatantiy 
impcnrting and exporting, great KieilUieB (or flie pmetiiSe N)f 
aft species of fraudl aiid depfifejMions, considerable plnlnder 
was daily and nightly comrailted, (o the «^reat loss not only 
of' private property y but to tlie detriment of the fair public 
itnwiue of Ike coontiy; Bd^ 'Ilehnilean was ilie -miielilef 
jpaMbcedtrom tbis sduroe, thatlhoeft^OwiilfS' fortned mth* 
cialions for the proteclion of their property on tlie Thames? •• 
and it therefore required eflforts and means equally Herculean 
fo.oembat thO'difficttUies^opl^fefied to^tboai^icalioii'of remedial 
iN^ this deiAmc^ve evil.- ' » t' - .-.j 
• The diaracterifltie firnincMbf'Afr. G^ahbun-^tie rep«- 
tation he had acquired for mnnicipal recrulations — the 
success which had resulted from the adoption of his 
aiigg«tiolia' in his admirable work on the Polioe - of tll» 
Weliopetti, taadaoed the Wek InAlik^ Jleifihaata to mim 
hw aid, at the close of the year IWf '^ derUe mi 
superintend the execution of a plan for preventing these 
^reat depredattona on public and private property '.The 
loss l»tbe puMio reyeavejoMuie U alaoa f^i^omep^ of g g ew ii * 
nent to ranedy the<C7iL . In canbeqnenOe^Ctiiia' vppHmiit^ 
Hr, Co(q\>boun immediately apj^ied bit'thoiifirhts lo' tW 
subject, of marine police, under the sanction and with the. 
CBH)|)eration of his Majesty's Hone ^Secretary of- Skater- 
Censfatendy with Jtbe necessary pftvtoiM iamUgaiien 'miA 
labour, and with the great difficulties by which fttP iSriij a c t 
was surrounded, be promptly produced a plan to f^overn- 
ment and to the merchants, which received their full appro- 
bation : and, under their saiictioni he superititended its exe- 
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ito la Uiis acduous undertaking, be was engaged for more tacm 

0 two jem and a lurif, and tha paiilaiK labiMr ta iHticb be 
gfatttitowly nriiicclad lilimtlf vpoii tbb ob}tal, ^ will be liMt 
ieen ami iiiiderstood hy a reference to his Treatise on (he Puliae 
^lii of the liiver Thanics, published io 1800 — a work fraught 
|rfk witb ihe most* oooipndKniiVe inform^tinn^cii thaftabjeat^ and 
irilh aiiirgm^onBy plaot, aad obiarfatiami, li^My benaftsW 
* , in a practical point of view, to all the shipping interests. 
It completed the statements given on this subject in the 
,1^ Police of the Metropolis. Aooordiag^, immediately on its 
piiblicBHoa it waa ballad as an ei* in palioa«8tab)ifthiMitt, 
and tbe dMbieitt Rarlewert irei^ almiMial alois for w<if^ 

fpg. to express their high opinion they entertained of the merits of 
^ tbtse labours. The benefits/' said they, likely to result 
yt ftam bis^bdmrs wUliiot be confined to tbiscoaiitry aione^. 

bat must extend in Ibeir operation to naTi^tdrs^ tradeia, 
fit manufacturers, and agriculturists, in every part of the civilized 
id world) who naay have any connection, however remote, witb 
se tba commerae of tbe port of London."— -/iiamftiR Mtokw^ • 
he Tbit piedietion waa very sodb 'tisffMiaif } fbri 'a^r the 

]. system had feoMvad the sanction of govemnlent, nnfd afie- 
ld experience had pointed out to Mr. Colquhoun the improve- 
e waats best calCalated to render the institulioa most generally 
e banaficial in atary way, wbeibsr pubMo^or private, be ftMsd- 
a Bill whioh fixed tbe estaMbbntent of the Thames Police 
, Office by the Act of the 40ih of his Majesty ; and thus, 
as tbe British Critic well and truly observett, Mr. Colquhoun 
■ay.lia aansidend at Iba AMeal a^ this system of Marine 
F^iUoa. Tbe greai btnatlofad eibc(i>bitib %^re M»liy tf» 
Iradiog interests coaoeeled with the Port of Lcmdon, gave 
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still 4 more complde fulfilment of luc prcJiclIoa in the dis- 
tinguished noiioea) tbankS] and more solid marks of honour, 
Ite vmiiwd AoA jii40e% 4i&i«nt shipinMcrs la tha 
<Qf IioiidQ% (km flm Ammmmf Low Gomttay, Hiiiiliiggli, 
and Weal lodia^ Bfeichants, the body of Wlmiiigen^ aad 
different trading companies. To enumerate the whole of 
'.Itoo j^ttblie testimonies <d .gnAitiuk £[|r eminent services 
prnkmcdf o&bi|^ ibr gi«il abiHftieB uiefaUf 

Miployody iMKild e«tfnd '&r lugroMl tke limitB idUob dn 
be alloted to this biographical sketch; itwould^ at the same 
time, be an act of injustice to the indiifi^iial, as well as. <p 

tbi iiighly mj^qMi» diamlm mh» ffme Omm tcBlulmiii^ 
aol i» wk)ioin m/m q{ the nM pn^m tmk * ■ 
In September, 1798^ ftnr were tried aad ooiiwiiikri 

at the Old Bailey, for stealing coffee from a store-ship in the 
Aim Thames. Ti>«e X^ord Chie^ isUron .in summing u|i 
Ad evM^noe^ nwdo Mi«- fQllqwinf mniHiiOBtai^ MnarjMf^ 
ThfM^ai»*Mo kistimtHHt of iho^ltariMFoUDT bad s^irai^ 
from the exertions of one of i}\c best Mtigistratcs thatctwr 
Uvcdi in this or any other country; and ^vho has not coniined 
l^S.BnfiHtpy?MS ff^H if w ^ tct t)^ QWrrjUrifg: injto raccuilott mtA 
Um-^ m-enVrtiiM farhbiCarf^ but nrh^ h^sr afco Mil Mil 
4«ty and made iH psaeliea tor ;»uggcst .finch otheife as km 
IjpTifTrr^ ^ir l^^y. to be siUutavy U> the public.*' 

IteOhftntftDaaum's Offioe, 
Mandiifith. MX); 

At a Coqmltee of Mercbaayt? in London, for taking into 
eoDsidciation the bringing a Bill into Parliameiit for ex« 
imiin§ aia<.Maima ffotiie of tl» Aim. Xbamei^ ta Ifao 
wboleTiade of tfce Port of Loadon— 
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PRESENT, 



Kdwaid loisler, Esq. 
John Brickwood, Esq. 
Robert Thornton, Jun. Esq. 
John Dunnage, Esq. 



Thomas Bonar, Esq. 
Beeston Long, Esq. 
John Turnbully Esq. 



Abraham Robaits, Esq. 



Resolved, 

That the Chairman be requested to convey to Patrick 
-Colqnhoun, Esq. the thanks of this Committee for his 
obliging communication, as well as for every instance of 
attention he has given to this business." 

The different ship-masters of the various trades gave full 
and ample testimony of the great utility and advantages 
derived from this Institution ; stating, that until its establish* 
menty tlie cargoes and stores of their ships, while delivering 
and taking in, were constantly subject to plunder by various 
description of plunderers on the River Thames, but that 
thcj/ have since experienced the greatest securili/ in their 
froperti/ on iJie ri-ccr ; and also expressing an opinion, that 
great and extensive benefits have therefore resulted to his 
Majesty's revenue. The West India Merchants also trans- 
mitted to Mr. Colquhoun, at different Meetings, through 
the hands of their Chairmen, Lord Penrhyn and Beeston 
Long, Esq. their thanks and acknowledgments for his zeal, 
ability, and perscvcnuicc in forming and superintending 
the Marine Police Institution, and which was followed up 
by a more substantial proof of their regard in the following 
handsome testimony, voted at a meeting held 15th August, 



*^ That the thanks of this meeting be presented to Patrick 
Colquhoun, Esq. for his constant and unreiniltcd attention 



• 1800. 




to the dattes of the Afanne PoUqe Ipsiitotion, which has 
been of material benefit in preventing the numerous depreda- 
tions on ihv River Timmos; for his great ass'uluity in preparing 
a Bill for I Ik* Cbtablishnieiit of a Thames Poiicc Oflice, w hich 
has received the sanction of Parliament, and that he be 
leqiitTstcd to accept of a piece of plate Value SOQl. from the 
West India Fund for his services on this occabion." 

I ... 

The same grateful fcelii^ which pervaded the breasts of 
' the West India Merchanti^ were al«Q exhibited by the Couri 
of Assistants of the Russia Company, who ■! a Ucetu^ 
held the 1 Kh day of November, 1800. 

" Oa»jBaB9| 

^ That the Governor he desired to comrann|^te the tlunlui 

of this Court to Patrick Colqiibou;], Esq. for the unremitted 
attention he has given to the Policu ot ih^ iiivcr Thames, and 
for the ability he has shewn in forming regulations for the 
^eventioii of a most extensile sjiteni of plunder and 
•muggling >vhich has long prevaikdi to the prcjadice of 
the trade, of the port of London. 

• 

That Patricf^ Cotqahom^ £sq« be desired to aqbopt 
of a piece of plate of the valec of iOO gatneas, as a testimony 

of ihe ?»iMitimL'nlR this Court entertains of the advantage the 
trac'e ol this Company, as well as the general trade of the 
Fort ot liorKfon, has derived from the Bill for the £stabUsh- 
ment of the Marine Police/' 

The i^etrriiary nf Stale, in moving for leave to bring 

in a BUI Ibr L^salizif^ the above £atabIiUiment, bestoweU 
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high encomiums on that excelfent and ialelligent Ma^^rate, 
Mr. OofapiliouDy with whom he bad ocmsnheii, and fiom 
whom he had deriyed ^reat iaibrmation on the subject* 

To a person who reflccfs for a morhent on the niulr.iarious 
affairs o) cereal nalional lUiignitiiUe atu) impurlance, whichy 
Irom ihe foregoing acoount, engaged Mr. Golquhoan's con^ 
ttant allention doringp the periods I have been sketch iniTf H 
would seem, that such were (heir nrgcncy ai>;l il fficulty, 
that be could not have afforded time ior other occupations; 
Vat such was the inceisant activity of his mind, which 
tiirilled to nothing but vnilbrni and useful emptoyment, that 
he gaw ahMi his attention at this time to the means of 
relieving Ibe wants and improving the morals of llie poor. 
, He therefore devoted a certain portion of his time for 
pvocoring aoeurate iuforniation, not only in order to establish 
legulations which might giadually improve their morals, bat 
to discover the more helplestf and fbrh>m satfbrin^ . under 
extreme poverty ; that by relieving them with the bounty of 
the affluent, grateful feelings miglit superinduce better 
M>its of fUtiraiity. For the attainment^ therefore, of these 
cAljeclB, Mr. Oolqohoon' raised a considerable subscription 
in n9b and 1796; and as a great number of distressed . 
families in every part of the metropolis, in consiqu'Mic** of 
want pf food, from tlie great price of the nccess»ries of life 
at this period, had ptiwiicd their working toolit, bed clothes, 
and wearing apparel, without possessing the means of 
redeeming ihcm, the money subscribed was us?c'fnlly apjjlicd 
in recovering those pln<Jgcs; this mode ot proceeding not 
pq\y enabled these suA^ring creatures to get covered frpm 

• See psfe 57 ftr the Secretvy of ttiteli Cfpeech alteadjr aUuded to. 
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the inclemency ot the weather at a very moderate price, but 
9«Tain to procure their mechanical instruments of employment 

NolwilbitaAdiiag ik9 exertiom irbi^h weie made in tho 
yem 1795 and )7&6| Mr. Colqukmn tend in 1797, that 
ixincb distress etill prevailed, lie Iherefm-e aided, as I 
have already huitcd, in the desigu of distributing cheap and 
i^holesome soup tp Uic deserving poor ia the Eastern district 
London,* where he tivsn resided, and ihvs be was tbn 
mans of afibrding relief to several tllousand Individuals.* At 
the close of this year he availed himself of the charitable and 
benevolcut spirit wliicli continued to prevail among tiiepeace- 
fnl and exemplary Society of Quakem^ and otlier bentvnieai 
Individuals whose ChriotiaB like dM$'h» assisted in lagrai^ 
the foundation of varipus Sonp-honses, tite beneficial* efi9Ct» 
of which were threat ly felt in the scarcity which prevailed. 

While Mr. CoIquho\i^ was thus actively ^ployed in liia 
^ivil capaeiij, fateth f|# a magisU ate and as a friend to the 
poor, the UaivtMrsity qf Glasgow, (iothfitown he had been^ 
as we have already seen, a -great benefactor,) was not 
unmindful of bis literary merit, for they this year voluntarily 
confered upon him, the honorary degree of Ooctoi? of Lam^ 
s%ned by all the ProliessQif of the UnivarsHy; The fery 
honorable and potent reasons given for this preoeeding by 
the Professors, render it au act of justice that the diploma 
lihould be subjoined; 

t>inmbus has literas visuris 

S^uatus Acaderaicc GIas°;uensis 
Salutem 

Cam nobis snecarni de exi^io viro Patricio Colqnhjonn* anm- 
scro, qni Prinsrium dtin in hse nqstrA dvitate ipisgistratam> 



See page 19. 
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iia^a cum laiude ge^sit et pwtea per oomplorcs iiftft annos gmissl* 
mw Regii PatisB GuraloriSf ¥el Juiiienin m mm apod Lidim 

ciflet» Tinun cgr^noi Im^Ml l4fiim faittrpmtani utcgar- 
rimnm et acerrimvin visdieem.. ornnkio dignvm judi«ifraim 

sammis in Jure et Le^ibus faoDOiibus Academicis insiguiatur. 
Noverint itaqiic oinnes homines quorum nusse interest nos, ipsam 
Patricittm Colquhoun armlgerum, fecisse, creaAse» coBtituisse Juns 
legoanqve Doctorem et Magifttram, proiit him prtt«e«tibii» mtrii 
Uteris emu Jtarte Legnnqne Doctorem eretmas» coostitinaiiis «i 
femmcnuinit, eSqiM oaniet dignitatet, Imnmnltatet et Privilegia 
eoncedTnitis, qnibus Jnres Doctores ubivis terrarum ^udere solettt 
Id quorum fidem his literis commttni Universitatis Sigillo munitif 
BMuiaa nostra subscnpsimuff. 

Datim Clasgoae die 1 ARCHIBALD DAVIDSON, 
\ici«simo quarto Octobris > yiee Ctac et Ooltogtt frr*fecta«. 
Anno »rae Christians 1797. ) 

G<tlie1miis Lockhait, F F. Decamu^. 
Robi^ Findkj^, 8. S. Theol^: Prof: 



MiUnr^ J. U. P. 

Ptt: CWN^ liti: Ofieii: P 



Qolt RicharlMNi^ \m H« P. 

Jot Yeoag, L. Gb P* 

R. Macleod, Hist: Prof: 

Pat: Wilson* Astr: Prae: Prof: 

Geo: Jardine» Log: et Rhet: Prof: 

Jae: Jeffrmy, Anal: et Boi: Plof* 

Jiae: BII||ar» Blath: Prof: 

IMa. Bere* Med: Pnyf : 

Jae: MiTae, Phth Mor: Pfof: 
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' l» I7dB» CelqulMNni miMVfed bill n»id«iuse fo VMi- 

. minster, in consequence of being appointed a Magislratc of 
Queen Square Office, and here the same vigilant benevolence 
for the: Bufferii^ of the poor, tracked bti prognest, and 
mnoval was not one to ease and idle tianqnility ; and indeed 
sucli a slate would be painful to one whose spirit always 
delights to luxuriate in the promotion of virtuous indus- 
try. He here found in the popiUoni parislies of tiie 
liberties of the City, the same distiesiea pievailing as in 
(he Eastern district, and by an appeal to the efficient 
humanity of the inhabitants, he was enabled to extend the 
benefit of a Soup House to this district of the MetropoUfts 
These weighty and useful efforts soon attracted the «tlentioii 
of Government, and Mr. Colquhoun, at the close of the y^t 
1799, at the request of the Privy Council, bestowed much 
of his valuable time in forming soqp iiouses, and economising 
human food. The receipts and instructions which he drew up 
for the hUter purpose, wereprisled aad circuhited by Bis 
Majesty's Principal Secretary oflState, and thus the know- 
ledge of the system so successlully practised in the Metro- 
polis, was diffused throughout Uie Island. He thus laigely 
contributed to diminish the unn^oesiafy waste and ex- 
penditure of food, at a time of scarcity, and thus by increasing 
the quantity of the means of subsistence, tranquilized th'.; 
feelings and soothed the minds of those who were irritated 
by the want and the high price of su&tenance. 
' In the sainie year, the unruly and populous districts of 
Wapping, Shadwell, and 81. George's effectually felt -also 
the force of Mr. Colquhouifs c.n^rgctic activity in their 
behalf. He was also well known here, as he then pro tempore 
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« 

^^tcted nk a ttfagistale, in Mttgmg h MyAm tbe Marine 
i^ille^ tehenie. By bis exertions, k krge peconiary fond 

Was raised, by which a large soup ho\ise was established, 
. ivhich under very pressing circumstances, supplied a coii« 
Merable quantity of cheap and ttutritions food to a bodj 
>bf people wlio fiont their habits ^tild have cansed troable^ 
some riotis, but who Were thus traiiquili2ed into quietism. 

From the pressure of the war, and the effects of an unpro- 
'dflctive faitrreBt, the distreM iiecame still more urgent 
in the s ah se qi ien t year of *^180b. Vheie was no pal of tlie 
hiffropc^il, %hich did not call fbr and tlie benefit 

of Mr. Colquhotfn's unexampled exertions. The utmost 
economical cam was required in dispensing cheap substitutes 
fcr Inead ; and he had the merit at the close of this year, 
of suggesting, and of Ultimately carrying into elHict^^ 
a large supply of hcrringis and other cheap fish for tlie 
tclief of the poor of the Metropolis, and of the districts in 
its VUnity. In the^e ejcertions, he had the hearty co*oper- 
atbn of the Society for bettering the Cdndition of the Poor. 
This distribnttiMi of Mi Was afterwards, thro* the inferfcrenel» 
of Government, extended to many of the more distant and 
populous districts of England, It accords, I am sure, with the 
atrict justice of Mr« Colquhoun's mind, that I should 
slate the acknowledgments which are due to the great services 
tendered to the public at this time by Nicholas Vansittart, Esq. 
, Sir T. Barnard, and other members of the sub'Coramittee for 
conduetfai^ the Fish Establishment, it is a matter that must 
not be passed over in silence, or rather that should be men* 
tloned with 'merited applause> ttiatMr. Colquhoun, daring 
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ibis iianaing^period, (Uaiateiei(od|j aUuidoncd jsvixy puv^ 
enit. of 8 pdTate ojiiiise; aad not ooIjt' genmus^f coiil»> 
baled' in pecuniary aid to the utmost of bb power, bal 

' devoted all the time he could spare from his oilicial duticb, 
in obviating these evils, which would inevitably arise from 
molti^iides coUected tcjgetlier wMiMNit the. meam of edoQuato 
anbsiBtence for themselm aad their diildsen. For these 

services respecting the fish establishment, the Society for 
bettering the Condition of the Poor, voted him their ^axm 

aeknowiedgemeats in the foUowiag handmawe manner:' 

* 

• • • ■ • 

At a meeting of the CommiUee, Idlh December, 1800, 
the Lord BisJiop of Durham in the Chair. 

• • 

Resolved Unanimonsly^ \ 

On the motion of Sir John Cox Hippisley, Bart, that the 

thanks of the Committee be given to Patrick Colquhoun, Esq. 
for the su(];gestion of his plan for the supply of corned 
lienriiigs to the Metropoli^,^ and also . for the ^arrangement 
:iirith which the said plan has been carried into ekeoulion ; a 
measure from which the most extended and beneficial effects 
have already been, and are likely to be experienced by Ihc 
industrious laboaring 1 classes."— 
Extracted from the minntcs. 

•RonsAT .GiLLAM, Clerk. 

y • • • 

■ 

, . And in the subseqiient year^^as a <y>mpliment to him, as 
the resolution expicssed it, for bis naremitted and snoofmfiil 

attention, he nvas voted a niember of the Society, and of the 

general committee, for life. . 
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Tlie molt of UiQse gigfinUc esccUoiu^ In wbicU vast 
Bimibeii of the benevolent inbabita|i|bi -of Mctcopotii 
merltorkiiiilj co-opemted 'lioth by peounlarjr and per- 
soual aid, was (he relief and tranquility of vast multitudes 
of the lover orders of llie peopley wbo under the pietsiur)^ 
of extvane juid nni^Miyal cUiUMit, • would, )um ^tuoken out 
into variotu deitnictm exoeaaei. fio exienmvely bene ftcffil 
had Mr. Colquboun^s exertions proved, that at a General 
Meeting of the Merchants, Banto% l^jn^jders^ and oth^ 
Inhabilants of Uio Vctropoliii eonTtned at the London 
Tavern by pubUcadverliienianl^ Deoepiber tSOO^ to am 
side^ of the oiost effectual means of oontlnunif die lelief here- 
tofore so beneficially afforded to the poor, on account of the 
present hjgh price of bread| and other necessaries of lif^ 
their wenbnons.thiaha wgm voted ifi. fb^ i?ol%|4ifa9k«for 
bis able aasutance^ and were.tiansaHtt^ 4«»r hun Wttljhin^ 
Devaynes, Esquire, Bl. P. their chairman : and in the same 
jcar, he received the unanimous thanks of his own Parisb 
of Westminster, for hia .unwearied exertions, once in: Jnijs 
find fpfMk in April^ on the fnotionof W»)UaaKWiibeifimMi 
£9qnhre, M. P. the Rev. Dr. Fines in the chair. . 

But it would be almost endless to enumerate the grateful 
emotions which pervaded all ranks of society in the Metropolis 
towards him, for those mnltifarkHis and incenant occnpatipns 
Tffii\\ whioh hff filed all bis time, in devising means, and i» 
procuring money for relieving thp indigence of tlie laboaring 
classes, at those disUressing periods, ¥ifm the year 17 94^, 
down to the time of his Ufe at which I am now writings .vizs 
1801, he leeeived the warmest e:ipressions of gratitude: 

I^ron) the Parishes of St. Peter and $t. Mich^el^ Cornhiil. 
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Wtm ile CionmMee ^ ihe-fSockif flM^tnppIjmg the Poff^ 
d«f^ tlie )r«lir 1797. 

From (he Committee for the relief of labourers and others, 
who had been compelled to pawn their cloiM>€0y toob, &c. 
in 1707^ hj Sir Jolm OM, iMKOhainttair. , 

Fumb Ihe BMid of Agpricnllnte kt tl88, flBb*' ft Jbha 

ftnclair. 

From the Parish of Christ Church, Middlesex, in Novem« 
te 1800^ and a/^m July, 186)1$ Ar tbe many and grait 
•bti^tloii»^ they ander-to liim, both in his maj^ferial 

and private character, they felt themselves particularly called 
upon to express their warmest gratitude for hb most bene- 
^sleAt- and tetMom paitMikM npd ej^ertlons in beiialf 
<^Aepodr* 

• In January of this year, the Freedom of the City of 
Edinburgh was voted to him *' io testimony, not only" as it 
i»slated, M of Ihsk'cileem for his great activity as a Magis- 
^<«iiiey lNlt«for MslMe pallia ooAMiiiiii^atlimrfbr the reUof 
^ ii#tbe po^.** H #as transMiHed toliim in a Mer, etrntlM 
ill the foUowiog terms, from Sir James Stirling]^ Lord Provost 
of the City. . .. . 

-"I" 'E(Bi4rargh, SiA July, ISW: 

> Sir, ' • '* "*■ ' 

■ • ■ I have the honour to acquaint you, that on 

Hie mkcenOi* of Janoaiy laity' Ae Hagistiatai ind CofmKiA 
^adR tsnftiitnriMy ^ofed yon tlit^ 'fmdom'iif tUi Cltyi 
I have the pleasure to transmit you herewith your diploma. * 

$,'. I have the honour to be, &c. 

Jambs STiaLiNO, 

To P. Cofqohoun, Es(j" * * 
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tlm, tf at any line the hpmaii iMeoBt liM Uirdbbed willi^ 
itfimidMisfiustioii fblr the gfwd ito owner had doaes^if a jttrt 
and manly pride has ever at any lime been felt for honoraiy 
rewards justly best owedrrif a conscious and laudable dignity 
em clothed' the human ehameflPi) Colqahonn has had 
the high gratiftc^atloB to hno^ that at this p^viod f n the Bame 

year, and almost on the snme day, when a turbulent spirit 
was ready to brci|I^ qnt ou one side, and the cry of helples$ 
heiiig% for sMenanpe, was hnplntiniir l^iety an the either, 
meetings were lieM h| the diAwent parishes e# London, Uy 
flistrihote by means which his exertions had mainly fur- 
nished, and upcin plans which his deliberative wisdom bad 
8Ug|i;e8led, the comfqrts of clothiri^ and of wholesome nou<* 
risfament tq the poQr ; if hile at the fame time, with molires 
of grateful sensibility, they, raised their yoices with thanks 
to him their benefactor and their friend. The fears which 
<listracted the minds of the nation, at this critical period, 
Iho slfirma whioh Jigilated the poUtioal atmosphere, the 
disputes whiflh thnntenedla «Badasundattbagaaat«iMat«n<l 
<be people, spread on the minds of all a prospective gloom. 
In the midst of these fearful and adverse clouds^ which 
cheqaered the prosperity, of the doantry, Mr^ Cokjuhoun, 
' sirit cdm, 4wniABd and phllosdphical^ wMtaag the dhac* 
lion of the storm, and averthigf wUh ttaaferly actiTity aad 
jndgnient the force of its violence. In the confusion which 
sometimes pi«nratle4 at pnpnkir mfettngy be was Ustened tci 
irith attentie» and hea^ d wHh tespset. 

Jam paeUte gravem ac tnerilis si forte vSrnn queoi 
Conspexere sibat, arrectisqne antibus sstaat, 
llle f egit diciis animoe et pcctera inalcef. 
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The ofilcers of the Hamlet of Mile ^aii lliew Towo, ha4 
alveadj on Ihe 88d Nofenbor 4800, -feapiiaped tUr «ek* 
nowledgements to him for eminent seryioet aild Maionabjo 
relief afforded them in their distressed circumstances but 
the wretched condition of this district was so deep and 
aw£ttl» and multiplied in all tiio.|ippfd)ifigaliapos of poverty 
9nd diseasey that it leguired np crdin^ry rneana to nombat 
these fri||;1itfnl dntacleB; but such however was the eventnal 
successor Mr. Colquhoun's efforts, and which are so well 
depicted in th^ir acl^ttowledgcments tQ.;hiiBi at thi^ momen* 
loos «rifiiS| ai|d are ezpf^saed in soc^ onergjr of* laqgoogei 
tiiat they are given entire, as tntnmitte^ to bin bjf tW 

I^evt Joh4i Cpttingl^ani, Chairman. . > ... , . / ' . • 

» • . • . .. .. 

y HaiQict, Mile End, New TowHj^ 
' " March 2d, 1301. 

The Trustees and Managers of the Affairs 
1< of tha Poor, belonging to the Hatolet of Mik^d, ^pw 
** Tnwn— • .. ' • ! , „. 

<^ Highly sensible o€ (be gteftt benefits confhrred oilifbe 
*^ said Hamlet, unparalelled for its poverty, with peculiar 
pleasure, embrace thia . moment to expiess their most re** 
^ speetfalgvatitude fiir ilJi« seasonable snocoar whiob,; 
y through yoar benign |zerlion% bas foteobtaiaeti, i w to d by 
three thousand industrious indigent persons have been 
repeatedly relieved ; who, lor want of food and clothings 
in all probability would have perished in their a^iction. 
^ Recollecting the scenes of distress to wl^ich thejr baye been 
witnesses, and the timely assistance they were enabled to 
adiqiiuster^ the^^ arc at a loss for words to express thg 
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^ ^(efo! tettteoB^ they M ; wuM a stose of which 
" it shall be their earnest and fervent prajer, that a life, 
<<'9o traly dcToted to the cause of suffiBciag humanity,, may 
^^lobg be tpared te ogoy tlie pkanue of doiog good; 

and that the bknin^ of the poor, ^e fttherleBs, and of 
** thcra vfho "were ready to perish, may come upon you, 
^' and every branch of your worthy and respectable iamily 

in aU its rkhest^d fullest esleot.'' . - : r ; : > 

In April of thb year, he was elected an'Hooonury Member 
of tlie Edinburgh Society, for encouraging the Industry 
and increasing the Comforts of the Poor — in testimony^' ^ 
as it is expiest, ^^of their high seme of his usefat and aeatoiii 
^ services, and as aa ac |u iowle d ge«ent of the obligations 
^ under which he had laid the society^ by his valuable 
<c communications/' 

In thb year also, Mr. Coiqahoon, withamr 'toestaUilh 
a correct system for condncttng the botfaiem of the Pelloe 

Oihce in Queen Square, and for the purpose of clearly 
defining the specific duties of the Magistrates, Clerks and 
Constables^ compond a Constitntion for the office^ in which 
lire inserted all the distract dntira reqaued to he perfatmed 
by the different functionaries. It contains full instructions 
explaining at great length the functions to be performed, 
with the form of a very solemn oath, to be taken by each 
Constable, with respect to bribery and cocnqptioii; also a 
table ofthe feesof the office, anthorised by hrtr, with eveiy 
otlicr regulation necessary for the good government of the 
Establishment. The Retails go to a considerable lengthy and 
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k mcHiiimd fagr the ^boMlMy dT Sit «nlft M itf 

JIM in producing aniforraity at all the other offces. 

When ihc war was renewed in ISOS, Mr. Colquhoun^ 
iR^hoin addilioa to other graluitoui aervioeBy bad for some timej 
meitod thedatiea ef Qlmiitn ^ 

fiprthe Cmu&f of MUdlescx, nwd who had ako i^lded at 

kooit of the numerous sub-division mcetinf^s in Westminster, 
mch meetings . being fixed on those dajrs, when it waa not his 
turn of duty at the public t^&oef devoted his ^vacant time 
l» thii ierfiee. Tina mipiee highly inipoHaUt lAid 
laborious, not only from the pressure of the case under the 
critical situation of the country, but from the act tbcn pasl» 
ka ffMng by btUoi an shay of 40|Q0I^ men; it b|Bcam 
thmfere aeonnrf toflHdw gnutemtiena^ whkk Mbgeded 
him to much gratuitont labour and fatigue, by which hi^ 
health was materially impaired, yet that consideration did 
not deter him from a regular attendance down to the 
pmaiittiiiiei ooiqfidihig apenod of ao yeai^ 

Nothing o annafl f e d -iridl loiacing the roiiforlnnea of the' 
poor whether in their circumstances, or their situation, scerni 
to have escaped the beneficent attention of this praisewortlg; 
Magistnite} for I .find, that iii this yeni^ ke received the 
ttHMfca of' the Commitlea of the Society for hnpioving the 
condition of the Infant Chimney Sweepers, transmitted to 
him in a handsome form by tboir Ciialrmao> Jqha Julius 
Angeiileiay Siq* 

For the apaoe ef taort Oau §9 yean. Iff; Colquhdun 
pletided at the Petty Sessions, for enforcing the payment 
of the Parochial Rales; durini^ the first four years, 
acted for the large Farishca of St* Luke'e, Middlesex, and 
St. Lcoaard'8> Shorcditch^ and occasionally for the Ririih of 
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Hadkney; and for tb#IM8& jear^, for m UtntUd Pkfisto 
<if St. M«rgaMi;» dMi St. Joliii?^^ WflMnimtMiiF 
tt» iilni^ iKpMi iodh dafi ft« Ml twiiy esftenM fgiMM^ 
imploynient^ as dfrf ncft lB^A<re liis duties as si 

Magistrate, at the public offices. During the same lon^ 
period, h& regularly attended the special nMifl^ ii^p^iiiM 
£»r Licencmg Pabiic Hoiuei in his district 

Mr. ColqQhotfri, m I b«ve aWiMdy Ml MMsiMi fo 
MMition, (arid it cannot be too often enforced, oft accoortt 
of its g^^eat utility when adopted^) tos always anxious, not 
mity to cowitenuji tUMhig Maksi^ M to'^fi^t^ tM» 
^ or%ift^ stf ai Ixf ftte^l ibi^ coMurilisiMb Chi^ ^ 
li» «MMt feHil# stfifffc^ fit; IrUSi^ tbtf iiieireiistf of cilme k 
to be attributed, isr the ignorance of thaf class of the lowef 
orders of the people, with Trhom cfimes oiiginatey and bj» 
wiMMii they aie nitfili|^fed. Bf igiidtttnc^ in mt ttettat Hid 
tmai of the emlKiUiiihttteMil of RtevaMiie, ot of iM iMing, 
of afi early inculcfUion of those religions and moral prin- 
ciples, upon which is founded the regulation of the passions 
hy reason, by habits of yirtuons emplojinettl and of geaMl 
g^l imdkbU Vtr. Colqohontt fkSeMtoe lb cotttetapktiiig 
tie iounM ealbdlhted tiy prordneif ft eonttfMkiH of aMnAl 
monig the lower orders of Society, justly considered the 
almost total want of Education among the ehildien of the 
labouring classes^ u tending to lead to a giMerinoltij^ikM^ 
tioo of oriitttt t&fttf evcte then exietod. With •mMm 0laej 
l^pmmoted aind carried into effect, in 1803, the establUhmeut 
of a school in Orchard Street, Westminster, for the education 
id- f#<Nft thrte^ to httttdied iluLle ttdd hmki diildiM; 
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lieiDi^llie first School founded on the principles of the Estab- 
lished Church. It has since been annexed (o tlie National 
School, under extended patronage; and a new building ' 

been erected for tbis purpoie, in the Broad jSnnciuarxy 
Wcetmiaflter, capaUe of aoooaimodating one thousand child* 
Ten, who are educated according 4o the Rev. Dr. Bell's, 
system. 

The subordinate branches, as veil as the bigher functions 
af bis aiQpe inunedkle and important dntice as a Magiatnitey 
■lao occapied his . attention. Finding that Constables in 

general are ignorant of the correct duties of their station, 
as Peace-officers, as well as of what they ought to feel 
they are called upon to ^perform by the rank they hold, 
be publiibed in 1809, a fuller exposition of their dntica, 
as it applies to modem practice, in a work entitled A 
" Treatise on the Functions and Duties of a Constable; 
containing Details and Observations interesting to the 
Public, as they relate to the Corruption of Morals, and 
tbe. Protection of the peaceful Subject^ against penal and 
criminal OffiBnoea.'* 

This work, being divested of all technical phraseology, 
so as to render it easily understood, not only by all oilicers 
of justice, aadConstablei, but by all tiis M^jes^'s sut^jeds^ 
bas proved acceptable to> the public, as it is now onl of 
print, although a lai^ge impression was published. • 

Mr. Colquhoun's ^vrilings and public character, haying 
made him known on the Continent of Europe, lie was 
aobcited in 180^ to accept tbe boaouiable situation of Diplo- 
malip Agent for the Repnblk: of Hamburgh, which, be 
accepted on the express condition, which was afterwards 
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inserted in his Patent; that he should never be re-> 
quested to do any ad in his new cbamcter, which might 
militate a^inst the interest of his own country." Hit 
Majesty by his Exequator, confirmed and approved of this 
unsolicited appointment; and Mr. Colquboun has since 
executed the duties assigned to him, so much to the satis- 
Action of his'constiUients, that ihey have testified their sense 
of his services, by presentin)^ to him at different times, two 
valuable pieces of plate. Such was the fidelity and exact 
promptitude with which Mr. Colquhoun discharged the 
functions of his Diplomacy for Hamburgh, that the whole 
Nans Towns were also indoced to appoint hhn their Diplo- 
matic Representative in this country. * 

In the month of August 1806, with a view to the improve- 
ment of the Free School established in Orchard Street^ 
Westmmster, and for the assistance and encouiagement of 
similar institntions in the Metropolis, Mr. CoTqidioun pnb- . 
lished a work on the education of the poor, entitled, " A new 
" System of Education for the labouring people, explaining 
^< the plan that has beep established for the religious and 
moral instruction of mate and female chtkiien» admitted 
into the Fiee School, Orchard Street, Westminster, and 
" containing an exposition of the nature of the design, as it 
" effects the great interests of the community.'* 

This work has b.%n very generally circulated; and from 
the attention since bestowed on the establishment of public 
schools, sanguine hopes arc eiitertaiiied that it may have 
proved useful. For many years previous to 1805, Mr. 
Colquhoun had frequently occupied his mind, as far as 
his other namerons and urgent aTOcations would allow, • 
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pmctic^ jeflGectSy and lie had proceeded so fiir as to Imw 

collected materials, -with an intention at some future period 
Qf cqmmuuicating bis thoughts on this iquportaot subject io 

pttblio. I'has ]ia4 Mr. GolqulioiiDi fcmeeing tbaft tte * 
aal^ject from ito piWPg magnitude^ miist be soqo taken op, 

partly digested an arrangemeqt, viien this year an eminent 

and leading Member of Parliament gave notice that he meant 
to iutroduce a bill for the imp|:qvameat of the Pauper Sys^m. 

Witbout d«laj Htm Golqnhoiin attended more 
paitfpularlx to tbe subject, and in tbe rnmitli of NovanbaTf 
tbe ensuing year publifbed a work entitled, Ji 

Treatise on Indigence, exhibiting a general view of tba 
National Resources for prodi^ctiye labour, wUb proposi* 
&r melioraiiag tbe CQnd|tipii of tbe poor, and for 
^< impxoving tbe mpr^ babits, and eqpfeasiiig tbe comMiB^ 
*^ of tbe labouring people, partioularly the rising generation, 
by regulations of Political oeconomy, calculated to prevent 
them from descending into indigence, to produce sobriety 
and industry, to reduce tbe paiocbial rates, anid generaUjr Ui 
^ promote tbe bappiness and security of tbe community at 
*^ large, by the diminition of moial and penal offencesj and 
by the future prevention of crimes." 

In looking into this important work, we shall ^d that iO 
gfcat object is to sheW) that it ia not onl^ an unproyevent 
of tbe poor ktws, tbat » requited to attain tbe ends ia 

vi^w, but that many collateral aids are necessary to produce 
tbat beneficial practical effect, which is so desirable. Those 
•«ads are fully pointed out and explained, and among otbon 
tba institution of a TiPvidj^ijit £aak| is stiongly 
great national ^ood. 
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I tm the mtn diipoied <o wdwi vilii peeolkr Cmw 
Hmm iiiitHiitioiit, on acocnnt of the jiuA popularity 
ibey have acquired, and as they unquestionably originated 
with tJie Author of the Treatise on Indigence, and were 
actnallj Kecommended for adoption in Parliament in i806w 
Wioem will iakM the inmble of leadiog tbe 4(h clMpter 
ibis ^rky wHi be amply gratified in finding not only 
a National Provident Bank proposed for the poor, but all 
the ramifications and means detailed, by which such a God- 
iilte io»t it y t ioP| at it is trulj temed, may be earned into 



Had these InsCitntkHM besn adopted at the time Mr« 

•Colqahonn first pressed them upon the public, several millions 
of money would have been by this time collected, the 
TOtnous accumulation of lionest industry, the resort for the 
period of need aipd disticiss and ii is hacaidin^ no theo» 
seiical conjectaie to saj, that this deposit would Itave 
been (he means of a comfortable supply to very many 
distressed families in ithe present severe pressure from the 
want of employBMnt. Tliis is not the place for eulogising 
or enhurging upon the nurits of Banks for Savings* but 
I cannot myM qooting firom the Treatise on Indigenoe^ 
the following lucid and useful observations relating to this 
subject, which shew with what a prophetic and masterly 
eptrit Mr. Colquhoun wrote on these imtitpUio^s twelve 
years ago. 

It is shewn in the progress of this work, that the virtuous 
poor are subject to numerous casualties, incident to a state 
of civilization) by iv hich jUiey letrqgrsda int9 indigenoo^ 



Digitized by Google 



( 4» ) 

<<mtiiotti anjr culpable cbui^ A natioiuil.ayfiUiDy. wlikh 
^ imiA enable this vakiable part .of the ooquniiliKyi fiom 

their own resources, eflbotoallj to provide against such 
^ a (kgradation, producing unmerited misery and distress, 
*^ would be a Grod-like work. To this class contingent aids 
^ aie peculiarly applicable and it is iluo* this jnediam, 
^ mider a well constitoded aatioaal institotien, thai security 

is to be effected against the calamity of indigence, either 
^ in the progress of human life, while labour remains in their 
^poBsasion, or in old mgd, wben it ceases.ta be productive. 
^ The great desideraiMim am polUieal ceamomy^ is to kad the 
*^po€rhj/ gentkmiipnwtkM'memu udetheway of bettering 

tikemelves* Establish a system that shall not only con- 
" vince them that they have a stake in the country, as well 

as the rich ; but that the GrovemmeDt and the Legisktuie 
^ will place that stake oo so secare and leqpectable »fooiui|^ 
^ that they may look up to it whh certainty as a relief in 

time of sickness, and a prop to old age ; and success 
- ' will be the result.t Include the Navy and Army in the 
^ same national d^ign^ that they too may partake of its • 

benefits, and that thm may he an indnoement to spate, 
^a little (while they can spare it) to prevent themselves 
ti and their families from descending into indigeoce.** 

* This admirable otsenratioBt deserves to he written in 
letters of gold. 

f So completely verified hss this beea* bjr 'Govemnieat ^eben- 
tarcs issued to the Saving Banks besriag a regnlar interest of four 
per cent, to the depositorst that oae is inclined to believe t||t 
|dea was taken from this book. 
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ttom tfiete sad-veiy maay otfierTeiy^litiblsobfeerm- 

tions, Mr. Colquhoun suggested that a National Deposit Bank 
should be established in the Metropolis, with branches ia 
oertaiu districts in the country, conTeniently situated, to be 
managed by a Piesident aad Diiecton, entitling the indi- 
Tidnab to the benefits arising from their respective depoatti,* 
. With a view of rendering the Saving Banks more con- 
nectedly, and at the same time more universally bcneticial, 
it is adviseable that a general amalgamation of the different 
Provident Banks thiooghont the Island shonkl take {ifawe 
according to the plan originally developed and fnlly detailedl 
by Mr. Colquhoun in his Treatise, a work which is handled 
in a manner in some respects new, and it contains on other 
subjectSi many suggestions which appear to be of vital 
' knportanoe to the unprovement of the numdsy aad conse^ 
quently to the increase of the com&ft and happinns of Ae 
labouring classes of the Kingdom. 

I During the interval from 1806 to 1813, Mr. Colquhoun 
appeared to have employed himself in bis various official 
datiesy as a Police and Parochial Magistsale^ as Chainmnt 
of the Coart of Lkmtenancy, in attendmg difierent chaiilible ^ 

• institutions, and particularly in collecting materials for his 
last great work on the Wealthy Power^ and Resources of the 
British £i]^ire. 

' Thb work was published in the monlh of August 1814, 
and a second edition was called for In the month of Match 

following. He appears to have been stimulated to proceed 
in this arduous and laborious undertaking} in the con- 

* Tieatiss sn ladigenee, Cbapw IV* p. lOS^ 



Digitized by Google 



( 50 ) 

Impbitioii of the peaoft with France^ which took pbM ia 
Hut yttatf, fof the pntpoie of pointiof^ oat the taiiitti 
BewMivm irhldt the nation* pouened Ibt the oeenpatioii 

of a rcduiularjl populalicn, augmented by the dischargo 
of men C'ltployed in the naval, military^ and other depact«> 
mcnta of Gomoraent. This worh| from the great maii 
of useful- and mU amnged informatba lahieh it ocotahiSy 
nill be perused with no ioconidevaMe decree of intrrtst by 
att who arc well wi^^h<"rs to the prosperity of the British 
Eai|iiie« The iBdefati<;ab]c aullioc has.entered wide^ into tha 
fKat snbject of polhical ccoaoMjy which has never beeai 
dtsemsed in the same raanaer. In his impodant and useM 
details, he has comprized almost every species of information 
which the Statesman, the Country GenUeman, the Merchant^ 
* the ManiMfiuiumv ^ad the Potitical Economist, sinctlj asr 
caMed^ m*y wish to aoqniie^ at the saaiie iune as a j^eaetal 
book of reference on all sobjeols comieeted wkh'the prosperttji 
of the country, it must be considered a«» a yery vaUiablo 
acqtiisHion to British literaUue. it has already be^n^traos^ 
feted into tiie Gcnban and some other foieign langaagei^ 
and hat gtmAy attiacted the attention of fore^nen^h^devaiteA 
stations of life; find there are just grounds for believing that it 
highly appreciated by the Statesmeri of this country. It is 
impossible to examine this very important production; witii^ 
out behm^ filled wUk aatoiiishmfnl at the kbour which must 
Ikaw been eierted in compiling the tables, and bringing sudi 
a variety of subjects, replete with ^ruly nsefnl information, 
under the eye of the reader. Undci whatever circumstance, 
and in whatever way wo , contemplate Mr. Golquhoun's 
powerful and eoergetio effiyits, whedier we looktb the well 
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titaied and valuable produdions of his pen, wlietber "wc 
examine kh lafaonn for the distiett, whether we see him 
doChed with magisterial hondory ift the 'dBpemattokui of 
justice, in superintending the erection and management' it^ 
schools, wc shall fiud his actions tending to one great object, 
the general improvement and prosperity of his country : his 
efforts have all contributed to meliorate the cbildition of th^ 
poor, to prevent moral and criminal oflbnccs by the promotiCtt 
of religions and moral habits, industry, education, know* 
kdge, loyalty, good government, and in short all those 
lelatiye and positive moral attributes and duties yrhkh mainly 
tend to hicieaae the wealth, power, sod lesources ot^ tfib 
firitish Empire. ! . ' 

* . * * t 

Mr. ColquhouniMn his domestic arrangemepts, sacrifices 
nothing to outward shew and ostentation, but mudi to 
rational, sober and solid hospitality. During the long period 
of 48 years, that he has stood at the head of a family, 
not only some of the most distinguished members of society^' 
where he has resided, but Foreigners of high rank, and 
respectable individuals from afanost every quarter of the 
British Empire, have been at different times his guests. 
He had the honour to be known to the late Dr. Robertsdn, 
Mr. Gibbon, Mr. Burke, and Dr. Adam Smith, the tw# 
last have partaken ef hb bosj^tidi^; .and at this tune an' 
assemblage of highly respectable and intelligent persons df 
all ranks from different quarters of the world, is generally 
to be found at his table. 
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After a long life, devoted in a great measure to Ihc public 
fox the last 39 ye&rs, during wbicli period Mr. ColqulMHMi 
^ traosactcd baainess with all tbe Prime Mmisters ffh^ 
iffve praided over the affain of the eountiy, he now finduig 
UlDflelf .incapable fronv age aod decUning heaUb to execttto 
all the different important duties, which under the peculiar 
circumstanceiB of a Magistrate, he may be called upon to 
jffiftfomf .hm coondbwid:!! a.dmj be owed bit ooanliyi 
foi ma^ KQem for ^ svooemr of more bodily strength. Ia the 
fttU aad tmimpaired posseesion of all his iatellectual powers, 
which have been so constantly exerted for many years, 
Im tberefioie for the -above leas^as offiired his resignation, 
as one of the Magtsttates assigned to preside at the Fnblk 
Office in Queen Square, in the month of October, in the 
last year ; but Ills Royal lligluicss the Prince llegent did 
not accept it oflici«^ ui^til the ^ih January ; since which 
Mr* Colquhoiia h^ received an official letter fron Hi* 
Majesty's Principal Secietarj of « Stale foe the Home De* 
partment, of which the following is a copy : the origtnat 
if in his J^rd^jp's own ha^d vr^^ 

Whit^haU^ Qlh Janmry, lSi& 

s . As you have determined from your advanced 

i^ge to retire from the official situation at tho Police Establish- 
ifient qf Westminsterj wbi^h yon hatve tag naefnily filledv 
Ilhink it incumbent upon m to exptm fo ym the high 
•eiue enteriained by His Majesty's Ghoveriuaenl, of yeiiv 
public services, and especially of the manner in which you 
discharged your duty as a M«)gistrate, 1 assure yon it ia 
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with great pleasure that I express my concurrence in these 
sentiments; and I beg you will accept my best wishes for 
yomr health and happiness. . 

1 am, Sir, 

Your very obedient Servant. * ' 
(Signed) Sidmouth.' 

% 

It was natnrally to be expected, as the due meed of actitid 

service for a long period, not only to the public at large, 
but -in the immediate district where be resided, that the hearty 
good wishes of his neighbours would be expressed to him 
mi his letlnBment; aooofdhigly, tiie utti«6d Pansbes of 
Ifafgavel's and St. John's Westminster, where Mr.GolqnbomI 
liad acted as a Magistrate for 90 years, declared their feelings 
towards him in the following words* • . • 

^ At a meeting of the Governors and Directofs of the Poor 

of the Parishes of St. Margaret's and St. John's, West- 
minster, held at the Board Room^ on tlie 15th of January, 
1818. 

Mr. JoBK Daniel, Churchwarden, in the chair. 

r 

The meeting being informed that Patrick Colquhoun, 
Esq. bad retired from the Public Office, Queen Square, 
as one of the magistrates thereof, and considering the essentiaL 
seirioes tendered to these Parishes ht sereml years from the 
assistance affoidcd by Mr. Colquhoun, where his aid as 
a magistrate, could be useful, notwithstanding the important 
duties, which neeesiBarily occupied a large portion of his time, 
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. . .11 was.rcsolved unafiiomusljr-f- 

* 

That the moat cordial thanki be presented to Mr. 

CoIqubouQ for his kind attention and assistance upon all 
(i|jcaskyi8 to promote the advantage of these Parishes, i|nd 
for hla ready access and polite receptkm when the parish 
jdflioeishadoocafiOD.toconsiiU him* 

. This Board sincerely hope that Mr. Colquhoun will in bis 
iQetirement, ejipericncc that consolation to which he is entitled 
ffiom.jlhe reflection of having unceasingly exerted himself 
in^pi9ipotiiig tjie.cmrort and i^mmag the happMicaa of his 
^llow creatures. 

Resolved, that t}ie foregoing resolutions be signed by thp 
Cierkj and transmitted by him to Mr. Colqubpun. 

(Signed) Smow Stbphwson.*' 

ff 

. Siieh ihen^ up io thje preacnt period, h|» been the inccir 
santly active service through which Mr. Colquhoun has past, 
in a long and hiborious life. In takiiig a retrospect of this 
extraordinary activity, both of body and raind, it is im- 
possible to say more than must have been felt by the leader, 
whose progress of perusal must have been frequently sur- 
prised into a contemplation of the great force of spirit, ex- 
tensiveness of views, benevolence of intention, and consi- 
derable enterprne which entered into ail his actions, 
planned from correct iptformation, perseveringly coptinuod, 
and fin:i!ly successfully executed. With whatever important 
.consequences the business may have been fraught, to what- 
pyier inag^ude, either unexpected or foceseen, it may harp 
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9weUedy whether U involved the weighty transactiont oi 
• fiwl empiiey or oalj compvised the mora trifling con- 
Miwof a private station, his mind being totally absorbed i» 
contemplating^ the means of success, the same unruffled phi- 
losophic calmness tracked his progress to its completion. 
Like a broad and deep river, unshaken by the storms o£ 
Imven, waAing'to their destination, for the benefit of the 
owner, the rich stores with which it may be freighted. Thus 
individually promoting the welfare of others, and, what is 
not a little remarkable, the same industrious and gratuitous 
Ml marked hb nets for the benefit of others, as for his own 
private taiolnments. 

' The same undeviating ardour of pursuit characterised his 
public proceedings. The accurate fidelity with which he 
has discharged the important and nnsooghl-for trust of dipki- 
mktie agent In Great Britain for Hamburgh, and ultimately 
for all the Hanseatic Towns, and for several West ludia 
Colonies, so honorably conferred upon him, evinces no small 
aiiareof talent in the intricacies of cUplomacy;* for during* 
series of years, when great and intricate odrnmercud questions 
must have been agitated, he must have managed with con* 
siderabie adroitness to reconcile jarririg interests^ to preserve 
conciliation among the parties, and to acquire to himself, 
by the ability with which these affairs were conducted, 
jncrcasi^d res|]ect and esteem. Be it recollected too, that 
his Diplomatic exerlions were made during the period of 
an unexampled war, when the country of liis Constituents 
Vas frcqaently cpnvnlsed by sanguinary battles, atid alteiTr 

* pages 21 and 2&-r44 a^d 4fi, 
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mithfr hk Hks poweiri fw i of ihe eontending partSet. Thm 

his extended and equitable view oF commercial concerns^ 
with the experience and kiiowled|;e iie bad acquired ia 
Mibemtiog on Uieae afioin of maakladi" mbleU him ta 
aallcD, at &r u Um Wiid heal of patpiMi iwM alknTy Um 
asperities of contending disputants.* 

This country has felt largely and solidly the advantages 
of .his laboun, aad she has the satisfactioo to know, aa 
haa iieaa ehDniljr tlatod^ Iktd kit mvio€9 kmc m4 bttHkime4 
lie pMk wkk ike mndkH peamwtj^ mm. li ia aoi 
easy, however, to estimate the pecuniary benefits the nation 
has derived from the suppression of tlie excessive plundefi 
and of the illicit trade iphich bad Umg iiyured the com- 
a^rce arisiaff ffoni iheoooMveidal ioleicoiiiie of the ilifet 
Thames; but in a' trade of unexampled roagnitiidei 
amounting (as Mr. Colquhoun has shewn) to above sixtj 
miUions aanualljr, during the urar, and produced an an« 
Mai fevemie of more than ten milUoas, it will be imme« 
dialely ackaowled^ that he was most beneficially 
employed, when he bad the boldaess even at the risk of his 
lifiByi and under great obstacles, to attack and annihilate as 

> 

The stady of mercantile transactions is of eonsiderable valve, it 
gtves to your own the advantage of other countries, coneiliates the 
•mitv of the Rulers of Stales^ aad prodocps a fkilfol manageiDcat 
ia all BulUfarious affairs.^ PlutarciCs Life of Soion* 

'f An Officer of Justice, standinf close to Mr. Colqoboun» was 

wounded by a shot fired hy the Rioters, who attempted to pull 
^Va the Marine Police Office, Wappius» in Oclobec, 
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pvwerfaHy erimliiil a ooil&dencf at e#r mur fimncd «f 

a similar nature in any ooantrj, bj which the most CKlensire 

depredations were committed. 
The Secretary of State in the Hou«e of Commons, in July 

]gO0^ on ikt ThaiM Folioe BUI, oteemd tlrnl^ CMk 
i» the whie of teoent^ mWkm of money eoM ndt 
removed from place to place, without suffering great 
loss; the depredations a^toalljr committed, however were 

<^ §at ginakx tk» nek imavoiiiable low w - giw t <o « 

^•degree whidk do nuui vncqwnilad witti tke nlijeel 
could possibly The WmI Indift M mhtM 

had been so sensible of this, that they had entered into 
a voluntary Associatioa to protect their property, the 
benefit. rasolUiig ffom which, has bem OBtonishii^;^ 

^ ihomtmd fmndf dmmaUj/^ by the immt^i of depredatkm 
** on that article^ from the adoption of Mr. Colquhoun's 
Flan.''''* There are good groonds for believing that it 
imcQosideiably 4Medodtliioanoiuit, wWe the saving to 
(beplantonandflMMlMUitshasbeaiiBfDWfc Ms aognefr' 
tation of public revenue, and saving to private tndivicliiah^ 
have not been upon one article only, but upon coffee, mm, 
and indeed open every species of goods imported and 
exported, and a ooasidcrabiD check hm been also thns givev . 
to nefarioQs trade, camsd on bjr the conamiace and a«M> 
ance of the Inferior Excise and Custom House Officers, 
iience in every waj have accrned large additional incjiease of 

♦ By referring to pag^ 25, 26, 27, 28, and 29, of this Biogra- 
phical Sketch, the Reader will find how this Flaa Oiiginskd^ and 
. sihio some interesting facts relating to it. 
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• 

ihe ineoftie of emuAry, and of benefit ia ifidhridinil 

These great advantages may be fairly and with jtntfee^ 
included in the catalogue of Mr. Colquhoun's public services. 

Upon the whole) if thioagh tlie medium of Mr. Colqu* 
luAm's penonal ezertioiiSy and literary labours, prejndioeB 
have been removed, and plans have been already executed, 
which have produced .so much public benefit — If he hat 
contribuled doiiqjp a |wriod of pnblio oalamitj jand danger, 
lo tfanqiulize ihe mmde of (he maw of (he people, in a great 
metropolis, and lo prevent in a considerable degree, those ex« 
cesses, a scarcity of food often produces — If in addition to this, 
he has devised piansy approved of by very high authority, 
lor the impioyeflMot of the revenue, without increasing tho 
public burthent, while at the sane, time, they secure the 
person and property of the subject from violence and fraud, 
and (he public stores from extensive spoiJation, it may be 
said in ihe fullest force tliat the terms can imply, that he has 
deserved well of. his cbuntrj. 

And here I oanBOt deprive eRlier the resder or myself, of 
the perusal of the following lines, highly poetic and descrip- 
tive, and so apposite to the subject, by Henry James Pye, 
Emy . late Poet-Lanmt, who was long aoquaii^ with the 
ebject of his eulogy, and therefore was fully capable of 
appreciating the character of his friend, to whom also he wus 
iiequei^ly indebted for advice and assistance. 

•* I feel the ju«t reproof- -but, ah ! how fe\r *• 
The goldeu path, that prudence points, puMuey • 
Who know to join, in Wisdom's sacred baud. 
The head retentive with the liberal hand; 
Who safe their bark from Avarice^ quickamils kiMfb 
And the dire vortex of profntion decpj 
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l^tu sncb I ?iew, who with ton^ltffiag iur^i 
Know liow to scatter, and know when to tfne} 

lYbo by no selfish passion led aside, • 

Oil tbe false f^hare of osttfotalions pride : 

No plenore »*lr in Tain ^tpeneo con find, 

Vnm» loTltb fbr UiO godd df baman kind. 

Wboee time, wboHe care, whose hoanties now ato giT*n| 

Free and extensive as the rains of Heaven : 

Now like tbo IneM itffOM thot tUont «ow»' 

Sooth by their healing power domestic woe; 

$Bcb worth I bless as God's best noblest boon; 

Am^ in the glorkma portrait hail Colqnhonn.* 

Tbe compiler of this Biographic^ Sketch, craving the 
iiidulgeiioo of the reader, for the imparfect manqer in vhifil]( 
it has been performed, cannot oonctnde it better than in tho 
feOowingemphatbwordsofllie late Dr. Lettsom.t. , . 

When the importance the morals of the community, with, 
iti infloence on individual, as well as general happiness, u 
dnly considered, one cannot but contemplate a public cha- 
racter, who with unceasing exertion, endeavours to promote 
every virtuous and charitable sentiment, with gratitude and' 
imrenoe;««-a magistrate ctothed with power to enforce obe*' 
dience^ bnt possessing benevolence more coercive than power 
who views with vigilance, to arrest its progress, every species 
of vice, and commiserates, as a man humanized by christian 
amities, every deviation from rectitude, and reforms while 
he pities, is a Beiiig clothed with robes of divmity. In this 
pofait of vimy I mtiodiioe my friend Patrick Golqaho^ 

* Verse? on varieas Suhieels. written in tbe vidnitv of Stok»^ 
Park, in 1801. , 

t Hints to ptomote Benefioence, TsmpeiMice and Medlcftl 
Scienoe, voU h p. 923* published in 1801« 

.1 
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whose exertiont point iatcwry dbnMcm whrn noisir itsqniie 

correction, or poverty and distress the aid of active benevo- 
lence. As an indefatigable Magistrate, and as a poHte writer in 
general, Mr. Colqnhoun i» well known (hronglKMil £ut(^. 
1 introdnce him la.fiin.placiB^ u^.tt^ founder and. provioter of 
various uutitution* for supplying the poof in diifi^s, with 
cheap and nutritious articles of food, to an extent truly 
astonishing, and without which, famine mast have been 
siqieradded to. pqTei:^7. The enameifitioii alone of my 
tHend's publications,' must evince the activity o£ his 
benevotence, with which his time and fortune have ever, 
kept pace* — may the Reader endeavour to. emulate hi^ 
virtues: he will then not only diffuse happiness among 
the oommimitj, particularlj of .the lower classes, ^nt ensiu;e 
tlie iopieme enjoydient of it in his individual capacity/* 



, • Ja adfUtion to tlijs. elevta different pnhlioitiipa IswImIhA 
at pag«s 11 and If^ the foHowiog list coataias the Titles of Mt.. 

Co1quhoun*8 oth£r Works^ besides many ephenxeiei&l prodi^ioov*. 
of great use at the time tbej issued from the press. 



1. Ad Important Nattional Qoestioa relative to 
the Principle of Legi&UtioBiniMrodttead into. 

the present C«ra£UL . . - ^ AimA. 17J»: 

« 

2. Reflections on the Causes which hare pro- 
duced the present distress in Comiaercial 
Credit, with suggestions rel^tivf^ ts» ihtf 

means of renedjing the evil fntore. 1703 
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8. An Aernnt ol the Rise and PrefreM apd 
Pieeem State of the Phi^nff SchooU.iii the 
Ptajilir«fSt.LeQiitrd*8^Shoredttcb . 'Xoi|i2oii,.1708 

• * * * » » * • • .1 

4. Observations and Facts on Public Houses, 
-interesting to Magistrates in .any |»art oi 
Gieatlkitatn. - *- ' * • -* - London, 1794 

5. APUmforafbrdingrextensiiTeRelieftoY&'e ^ ' ; * 
Poor, by raising a moderate Sura of Money 
by Subscription, to be laid out in redeem- ^ ' ' 
ing Pledges of honest Industrious Families^ ' ' 
who have been eompeUed to Pledge their 

' Goods and WoHLinf Toels for StOMUi^^ ' ' ^ ^ 

during the late ae? ere weather. Lomfon, 1704 

•» « • • • « 

6. An Account of a Meat and Soup Charity, ' 1705 

7. SoiieBtuMia faTOwal)la>to the Coniien of • ; tr,..* | 
the Labouriiig 'P^ople» shewing hm m 

email Income mey lie mad^ to go.fturin a . ' tr 

Family, so as to produce a considerable « ' . .t '% 

Saving in the Article of Bread. Printed. :« ^' 

eit the public expence« ^ • *• < ^rc^:-';'. h 'XMi^e«^ jl70& 

& Treatise on the Police .of the Jtletropolis,! ^, ..^^ 

. * «. J \ 2d. Edit. 1796 

oplaimuig the Tuneps Cnmes and M.sde- V g^. Edit. 1797 
ine«H»rs which at present are felt as a^ ^^.^ ^^^^ 
pressure on the Community, and suggest- J BdiL 1799 
jug Remedies. ... ... { .[^j^ it^ 
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9* Friendly Adrice to the Laboiiring Poor, ' 
shewing^ the great advantage io point of 
Health, Comfort and National Economj 
which may be derived from a new and 
better mode of Dressings Animal and Vege- 
UUeFo^, witbTarimisiteceiptv. \ 1700 

10* Suggestions dn|WD np the desire of the ^ ... 

• • • • 

Lords of Council, and generally distributed 
over England and Wales« with .a Viaw to 
the Enoonragement of . Sonp Eatablish* 
ments, and eontaiqlng Plant and XMiree* 
tioM for carrying them iptot efijsct* . . 1799-180^ 

1 K State of Indigenee in the Metropolis, with 

^lopoiltUwa for n.f^«||yN:iraii<«^ / . * 

12. Treatise on the Commerce and Police of * « - . ; 
the River Thamef, eontainiDg an Historical . ' . • i 
Aeconnt of the Vrftdo of tfae.Pori.of Lon- 
don» and eoggealittgnenai forpreMit^g 
the Deprodationh nottlnitted therm* by.* • 
«liegiskftive System of River Police. - ' « • .'.IMO 

IB* *R«pbfteof tbei. Proceedings of the C<^t 
' ' inillM«ai'lJo«^'s Cofl^^ Homs^ jfor the ^ 

'lleliefiif^hel%N>Vof tlie lAetropoiis, tram ' ' ' ^ 

' « mOri^in in 1795, to December 1799, con- 

* ' tainiiig Addresses to the Benerolcnt and ' . ' ' ' 

• < ilaimane in Behalf of the Poor. ? ' ISOO 
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14* Tfiitiia M llM.|>aliM'dr.rCtiii4Ue«., 

•oiitalai«g^1l8tii]»intai|gtinir to itfbft i i * 

lie, at tbey relate; lo the CorrupUon of . 
Morals and the Protection of the Peaceful ; 
Snhject against Pml and Criminal ... 

Ij^ A new and appropriate System of Edu- t. . . i 

«ttion for the Labouring Peopl6» eloci* 
dated and czelainad aceotdfing to tbe; 
Flan which lua Wen Estkbiishcd for tte ' 
Religiona and Moral Improvement o^ fbe 
Male and Female Children admUtei Into' 
the Free School at Westminster, contain- '• 
ing an EKposition of the Nature and ' ' 
Impoitanoe of the Deaign, as it rie^peSets ' - " • 
the Ganeial Intyealof the Cammonityr/ ' ' 

• > • • • » » 1; *•• • . ill.'' '•' ' .. ' t 

l<..;Tmte 0ii1ndigimWfa|iWbitf«g4,im 
a«l Vle»:!of the National Reaonreea for 

ProdnctiTe Laboor, with Propositioua for 
J^eliorating the Condition of the Poor, and 
for Improving the Moral Habits, and 
Inrraaaing the Comfort| of t^ Uly>uring 
PoQj^e, partic^larl7 tho Rising Genar*? 
tion, by RegnlalioBa of Political Eoonony, 
calculated to prevent P^erty from de^i 
scending into Indigence: — to produce 
^briety and Industry to Reduce th<^ 
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Parochial Rates of the Kii^^aito, and 
gemallj to promote tfae Ha|i|ttMi ^iiid 
Pkwpeiitj of ihb XkmiaMAkf' «t iuf»^ < 
hf tlie diomnitiMi hH IMmM M OrMM • t ' 

^Crimea -'W * * - .« t - • • 180G 

17. Treatise on the Pofwlation, Wealth, Powei^ 2 j^^ .. ^ . . ^ • 
Mid Rcsovrecs pi the Britiidi Sn^piri) ui 
' every Qiarter of tM,V(»rI^», llM^ f .. 

Eael Ii^iee. Tbi^ |MM\aiHl' f^wfiw .J,; ;;./.. , 
the Britisk Reveaoe the Fending , 
System, with ObserratioDS eotbe National . . 
Reiources for the Beneficial Employ mentr^^^^^ ..j 
ef n redundant Population, and for , .; 

wmding the Nml and Military Officen^. , . ^ J 
fleUieiB end ScM^.^ftei^Seiijci. ti;^^^ j^;; ^ 
Jkm Gonntiy dyring Jbe kte W^; wijh 
StaliaMl TaUce cenetitnted on n New 
Plan, exhibiting a collected View of the 
diffiti^ subjects disenssed in the Work. 1814 
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